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APPENDIX C

FECAL COLIFORM SAMPLING
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. Q:  My facility discharges to a water body impaired for fecal coliform bacteria and I’m required to sample in accordance with Appendix C.2.4.  Part 6.1.7.1 requires quarterly sampling in the second quarter (April 1 – June 30) but during that quarter the benchmark value changes.  Which benchmark value do I use to determine if I passed or failed the sampling for that quarter?
A: Fecal coliform sampling requires collection of four (4) samples within 30 days, separated by at least 24 hours, to calculate the geometric mean.  The geometric mean value is compared with the instream water quality standard for the month the samples were taken.  Permittees should collect the four samples required for a geometric mean on one side or the other of the seasonal benchmark value change point to make a determination of the pass/fail status.
2. Q:  What if my four samples are spread across the benchmark value change point? 
A:  Permittees that do not collect four samples on one side or the other of the benchmark value change point must compare each sample individually to the daily maximum Water Quality Standard for samples taken in the months of November through April, or four times the instream geometric mean Water Quality Standard for samples taken in the months of May through October.
3. Q:  My facility discharges to a water body impaired for fecal coliform bacteria and I’m required to sample in accordance with Appendix C.2.4.  The water quality standard for fecal coliform bacteria (FC) has two different seasonal values.  How do I average the values of my samples taken during an annual period to determine if I pass or fail if there are two different benchmark values?  

A:  Because the water quality standard for FC has two different seasonal values permittees should average the samples from May through October, and November through April separately and compare against the appropriate seasonal benchmark value to determine pass/fail.  Both averages would have to be less than or equal to the seasonal benchmark to be considered as passing.
4. Q:  My facility discharges to a water body that is not listed, or is listed as supporting, on Georgia’s 305(b)/303(d) list, but is within one mile upstream of a listed water body.  Can I conduct sampling in accordance with C.12.2, confirming the receiving water body is supporting its uses, publicly notice my request to discontinue sampling under Appendix C, and then subsequent to the public notice period and notification by EPD that the water body is considered appropriate not to list, suspend implementation of Appendix C requirements,?
A:  Yes, you can.
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