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[DATE]    DRAFT 

 

 

[Contact Name] 

[Contact Address] 

 

 

 

       Subject: [Name of Dam] 

         [County Location] 

 

Dear [Contact]: 

 

The [Dam Owner] was previously notified [may include exact date here] that the above-named 

dam was being classified as Category I. In accordance with O.C.G.A §12-5-376(a) and (b) and 

Georgia Rule 391-3-8-.05(1), the classification letter set a deadline of 180 days to submit a permit 

application for operating the dam.  

 

One of the first steps in bringing a dam into compliance is an assessment of the condition of the 

dam. A written report of this assessment, commonly referred to as a Visual Inspection Report (VIR), 

must be submitted and approved as part of the permitting process. The Safe Dams Act and Rules for 

Dam Safety state that this report can be completed by the owner’s engineer or the Environmental 

Protection Division (EPD).  EPD understands that some dam owners may have failed to submit a 

timely permit application because they had an expectation that EPD would do the VIR for them, since 

EPD has done so in the past as resources allowed.  However, EPD does not have the resources to do 

many of these and the responsibility ultimately lies with the owner to submit a permit application in 

accordance with the Safe Dams Act.  In other cases a VIR was completed that noted improvements 

needed, but approvable plans to remedy the issues were never submitted to EPD.  This has led to a 

substantial number of Category I dams that have never been permitted, thus jeopardizing public 

safety.  Therefore, EPD is establishing a new deadline of 180 days from the date of this letter for you 

to submit a complete permit application package.  If 180 days is not feasible EPD is willing to work 

with Dam Owners to establish reasonable compliance schedules, particularly for Dam Owners that 

own multiple dams.  Dam Owners that to do not submit an application or work with EPD to establish 

an alternative compliance schedule may be subject to enforcement action.  Please note that failure to 

comply with the Safe Dams Act could result in civil penalties up to $1,000 for each violation and 

$500 for each day during with the violation continues. 

 

The permit application package shall include the “Application for Dam Construction and/or 

Operation of New and Existing Dams,” VIR, design documents including any plans necessary to 

remedy issues found in the VIR, an Emergency Action Plan, an Operation & Maintenance Plan, and 

any other pertinent information required by Georgia Rule 391-3-8-.08.  These documents must be 

prepared and sealed by a professional engineer registered in Georgia that is an Engineer of Record 
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(EOR) as defined by the Rules for Dam Safety.  A list of EORs is enclosed for your reference. Also 

enclosed is the permit application form.  The EOR you retain will be able to assist you with 

developing a complete application package. 

 

EPD is willing to meet with you to answer any questions you may have regarding the permit 

application and we encourage you and your engineer to meet with us during the early stages of 

development for any design documents.  Additional meetings may be warranted depending on the 

complexity of the project. If you have any questions, please contact the Safe Dams Program at (404) 

463-2461. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 Dallon Thomas Woosley, P.E. 

 Program Manager 

 Safe Dams Program 

DTW:dtw 

Enclosures 


