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AGENDA

• Background and history

• Priority Watersheds

• General Visioning*

• NPS Priorities

•National* 

• State*

• Section-specific Goals*

• Wrap-up

Flint River, GA*Feedback desired

Brunswick, GA



NONPOINT SOURCE PROGRAM

What is nonpoint source pollution? 

 Everything that is not a point source.

 Excess fertilizer, pet waste, erosion, illegal dumping, etc.

 

Images from www.walpa.org, divebuddy.com, pineville.net 

http://www.walpa.org/


NONPOINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT

▪ What is nonpoint source pollution and stormwater?



NONPOINT IMPACTS

2024 Assessed Waters

Red = Impaired

Orange = More Info Needed

Blue = Meeting Designated Use



WATER QUALITY IN GEORGIA – HISTORY 

▪ 1948: Federal Water Pollution Control Act

▪ 1972: Federal Clean Water Act and NPDES

▪ 1987: Federal Clean Water Act Amendments

▪ Section 319 – National Program to Control Nonpoint 

Sources of Water Pollution



FEDERAL FUNDING



SUCCESS STORIES



WHAT IS THE NONPOINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT 

PLAN?

• Required under Section 319 of CWA – all states 

must develop Nonpoint Source Management 

Programs

• Must be updated every 5 years

• Annual reporting to US EPA

• Georgia implements the Nonpoint Source 

Management Program through the Nonpoint 

Source Management Plan

• Georgia also has a Coastal Nonpoint Source 

Program integrated into the Statewide Plan

• Organized by land use to align with TMDL 

development and implementation



KEY COMPONENTS OF A NPS MANAGEMENT 

PLAN

• Explicit short- and long-term goals, objectives and strategies

• Strong working partnerships

• Use of programs (staff, education) and projects 

(implementation) to achieve water quality benefits

• Description of resource allocation/priority setting

• Identifies waters impaired by NPS pollution and priority 

unimpaired waters

• Establishes strategic approaches and adaptive management

• Manages program efficiently and effectively, including 

financial management

• Revises Program every 5 years



PARTNERSHIPS

GEORGIA’S PLAN, not an agency plan. 

We rely on many partners to implement outputs and achieve outcomes.



NPS MANAGEMENT PLAN TIMELINE

•1990 - GA NPS Management Program approved by US EPA 

• 2000 - GA NPS Management Plan

•2013 - USEPA published Nonpoint Source Program and Grants Guidelines 

• 2014 – GA NPS Management Plan Updated

•2018 – GA Coastal Nonpoint Source Program approved  

• 2019 – GA NPS Management Plan Updated

•2024 – USEPA published Nonpoint Source Program and Grants Guidelines for States and Territories

• 2024 – Submit GA NPS Management Plan Update to USEPA for Approval



2019 NPS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN



STAKEHOLDER PROCESS SUMMARY

▪ Three presentations at professional conferences

▪ GAWP SW Specialty (5/17), GAWP Annual (7/15), 
Georgia Env Conference (8/21)

▪ Five stakeholder meetings across Georgia

▪ Albany (10/2), Dalton (10/8), Brunswick (10/18), 
Bogart (10/21), Atlanta (10/30)

▪ Presentation, followed by anonymous interactive 
engagement

▪ Visioning exercise: what does a successful plan 
update look to you

▪ Priority exercise: National and State priority 
rankings

▪ Section-specific feedback: input on long-term goals



PRIORITY WATERSHEDS

For more information and to provide input, please contact Joy Hinkle at joy.hinkle1@dnr.ga.gov

mailto:joy.hinkle1@dnr.ga.gov


Recovery Potential Screening Tool

Spreadsheet tool calculates an index 
score to identify differences among 
GA’s 1,864 HUC12 watersheds

Major Categories of Indicators

• Ecological

• Stressor 

• Social 

PRIORITY WATERSHEDS

For more information and to provide input, please contact Joy Hinkle at joy.hinkle1@dnr.ga.gov

https://www.epa.gov/rps

mailto:joy.hinkle1@dnr.ga.gov


PRIORITY WATERSHEDS: ECOLOGICAL INDICATORS

For more information and to provide input, please contact Joy Hinkle at joy.hinkle1@dnr.ga.gov

• Percent Wetlands

• Percent Natural Cover

• Percent Natural Cover in Riparian Zone

• Presence of Critical Habitat for Aquatic Species

• Watershed Health Index (EPA Preliminary Healthy 

Watersheds Assessments)

mailto:joy.hinkle1@dnr.ga.gov


PRIORITY WATERSHEDS: STRESSOR INDICATORS

For more information and to provide input, please contact Joy Hinkle at joy.hinkle1@dnr.ga.gov

• Percent Urban

• Percent Urban Change (2001-2019)

• Percent Agriculture

• Count of Road-Stream Crossings

• Percent Projected Coastal Flooding w/2-Foot 

Sea Level Rise

• Percent 100-Year Flood Zone

• Count of Impaired Waters

• Count of EPD Biota Impaired Segments 2024

mailto:joy.hinkle1@dnr.ga.gov


PRIORITY WATERSHEDS: SOCIAL INDICATORS

For more information and to provide input, please contact Joy Hinkle at joy.hinkle1@dnr.ga.gov

• Percent Low Income Population

• Percent Minority Population

• Percent Assessed Waters

• Count of Waters with TMDLs

• Count of Adopt-A-Stream Events (2019-2023)

• State Owned Conservation Land

• Federally Owned Conservation Land

• Watersheds with 9-Element Watershed Based 

Plans funded with GAEPD Section 319 Grant Funds

mailto:joy.hinkle1@dnr.ga.gov


PRIORITY WATERSHEDS: IMPAIRED WATERSHEDS



PRIORITY WATERSHEDS: SUPPORTING WATERSHEDS



PRIORITY WATERSHEDS



VISIONING EXERCISE



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

Join at slido.com

#1300975

ⓘ Start presenting to display the joining instructions on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

What is the first word you think of 

when we say, "Georgia's Statewide 

Nonpoint Source Management 

Plan"?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

How have you or your 

community interacted 

with the Plan?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

How do you and your 

partners intend to use 

the Plan?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

What would a successful 

update mean for you 

and your community?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

Who else should we 

engage with?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



USEPA National Priorities

• Protect Healthy Waters and 
Watersheds 

• Reduce Nutrient Pollution 

• Advance Climate Resilience through 
Nonpoint Source Solutions

• Ensure Equitable Access to Nonpoint 
Source Program Benefits 

• Leverage Innovative Financing for 
Nonpoint Source Solutions 

PRIORITIES FOR 2024 UPDATE



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

Please rank the National 

Priorities?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

Protecting healthy waters: 

What does this mean to 

you? What would success 

look like?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

Reducing Nutrient 

Pollution: What does this 

mean to you? What would 

success look like?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

Climate Resilience: 

What does this mean to 

you? What does success 

look like?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

Equitable Access: What 

does this mean to you? 

What would success 

look like?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

Innovative Financing: 

What does this mean to 

you? What does success 

look like?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



GAEPD State Priorities

• Identify Priority Watersheds for Restoration of Impaired Waters

• Identify Priority Watersheds for Protection of Healthy Waters

• Environmental Equity – Align with GEFA and other state programs

• Climate Resiliency – Identify efforts in ongoing Plan activities 

❖ Hydromodification – barrier removal, stream crossing designs

❖ Emerging Contaminants – microplastics/trash, PFAS

❖ Align activities with other state efforts

• State Wildlife Action Plan – GADNR Wildlife Resources Division

• Statewide Forest Resources Strategy – Georgia Forestry 

Commission

PRIORITIES FOR 2024 UPDATE



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

Please rank the State 

priorities

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

Hydromodification: What does this 

mean to you? What does success 

look like?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

Emerging Contaminants: 

What does this mean to 

you? What does success 

look like?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and 
install the Slido app on 
all computers you use

Alignment with other 

efforts: What does this 

mean to you? What does 

success look like?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



INPUT ON SECTOR-SPECIFIC GOALS

SilvicultureStormwater

Coastal

Agriculture

Dirt Roads
Onsite Sewage Disposal 

Systems (Septic)

Land Disturbing Activities

Floodplains

Safe Dams



INPUT ON SECTOR-SPECIFIC GOALS



STAY INVOLVED WITH THE PLAN UPDATE

epd.georgia.gov/watershed-protection-

branch/nonpoint-source-program

epd.nps@dnr.ga.gov

Clark Hill Farm, Jefferson, GA

▪ Submit comments:

▪ Due November 15

▪ epd.nps@dnr.ga.gov

▪ Subject line: NPS Plan

Time and travel for this presentation were funded by the United States Environmental Protection Agency 

through the Section 319(h) Nonpoint Source Implementation Grant.

mailto:Epd.nps@dnr.ga.gov
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