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TRAINING OUTLINE 

• Combined Air Emissions Reporting System

• HAPs Guidance Updates

• Submittal Walkthrough

• Live CAERS Walkthrough

• Resources

• Q & A
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WHAT IS CAERS?
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GA EPD USES CAERS FOR THE PS EI

CAERS (Combined Air Emissions Reporting System) is an application that 

allows industry from subscribed State, Local, or Tribal authorities (or SLTs) to 

report their air emissions.

This allows:

• SLT’s to meet specific air emissions reporting requirements 

• Annual or triennial reporting to meet the requirements of the Air Emissions 

Reporting Requirements (AERR) rule

• Facilities to voluntarily report HAPs emissions at process level which could 

be used to pre-populate Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) air toxics emissions.

• TRI data must still be completed and certified in TRI-MEweb

• EPD is continuously encouraging facilities to submit HAPs emissions to CAERS
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CAERS USER ROLES
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Role Description

Number 

per 

Facility

Create 

Initial 

Report

Certify 

Report

Preparer Prepares an emissions report for a facility (e.g., 

consultant, staff person working for the facility).  

Multiple Yes No

Certifier Certify the emissions report or opt out of the EI to 

meet your legal obligation for reporting to your SLT.  

Only one Yes Yes

Note: An individual preparer or certifier account can be associated with more than one facility.



HAPS GUIDANCE UPDATES
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HAPS PILOT PROGRAM

• Since the 2023 proposed changes to the AERR, Georgia EPD has 

been working on modifying the approach to the planned GA HAPs 

inventory.

• Until 2026, Georgia will still collect voluntary HAP reporting from 

facilities.

• The 2024 HAP pilot program will focus on voluntary reporting and 

feedback about the reporting process and timelines.

• Total toxics air emissions are made available for TRI-MEweb once 

the facility has certified the report in CAERS.
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HAPS GUIDANCE
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HAPs can be reported in CAERS just like CAPS.

When a VOC or PM HAP is reported, it should also 

be included in the corresponding CAP total. Total 

HAP cannot not exceed CAP total.

Note: HAP emissions 

should match what 

is reported to TRI.

Total VOC

Total PM

Total VOC (57.94 tons) ≥ Total HAP VOC (4.50 tons) ✓

Total PM10 (1.02 tons) ≥ Total PM HAP (0.00017 tons) ✓

Important Note: While HAP and CAP emissions are kept separate, overlapping HAP emissions are not. Do not 

report multiple of the same kind of HAP (e.g. Chromium and Chromium VI)



2024 EI WALKTHROUGH
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UPDATE FACILITY & 

CONTACT INFORMATION

DETERMINE 

PARTICIPATION STATUS 

(OPT OUT/OPT IN)

SUBMIT 2024 EI & 

CERTIFY



STEP 1: ACCESS YOUR FACILITY IN GECO
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Returning users with EI access – Facilities will be listed and 

the EI box checked. Click on “Facility Name” to access the EI 

form.

New Users – Request access to your 

facility using the hyper link on the home 

page. 

https://geco.gaepd.org/ 

(Register for an account if new to GECO)

https://geco.gaepd.org/


GECO FACILITY ACCESS REQUEST
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Request EI access

Check box if admin users are unavailable or EPD assistance is needed



APPLICATION STATUS MENU
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Access 2024 EI Application here

Main Emission Inventory Contact can be 

changed here or from within the EI form.

Managing user access for facility admins.



STEP 2: REVIEW FACILITY INFORMATION 
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Please contact us for any facility 

information discrepancy.

Coordinate system 

used is WGS84. 



STEP 3: UPDATE EI CONTACT INFORMATION
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STEP 3: UPDATE GECO EI CONTACT INFORMATION
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STEP 4: UPDATE CAERS USERS
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Verify or add your preparer(s) 

and certifier information. 

Note that you can change 

users at any time.

If a single person serves both roles, they must 

be added as both a preparer and a certifier.



STEP 5: SUBMIT 2024 EI/ OPT-OUT DETERMINATION
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Click here to be directed to CDX to access 2024 EI prompts in CAERS.

If a correction needs to be made, 

they can complete this opt-out form 

to upload to CAERS.

CAERS will reopen on January 6, 2025

Title V facilities will receive one of two emails indicating their status on 

January 6, 2025.



OPT-OUT FORM – MODIFYING OPT-OUT PTE 
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Light yellow cells are drop-down lists.

• PTE emissions from permit must correspond to the EI calendar year

• If a permit was issued at some point of the EI calendar year, the 

greater of the PTE is used

Annual PTE Thresholds

Provide the following as 

indicated:

• Permit condition

• TV permit application

Any additional information can 

be provided below table, on 

another tab, or another 

spreadsheet



CAERS – OPT-OUT QUESTION 1 
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Opt-out scenarios:

• Operating but under 

thresholds

• Temporarily/ Permanently 

Shutdown all of 2024

Facilities that never operated or 

currently in construction, do not 

need to submit an EI

Answering “No” to the first 

question will direct you to certify 

your report with the no opt-out 

form needed. 



CAERS – OPT-OUT QUESTION 2
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During an annual year, lead (Pb) 

does not have a reporting 

threshold but still needs to be 

reported.

Answering “Yes” to the second 

question:

• Statement appears that 

summarizes your selection and 

next steps. 

• This will send you to a screen  

that requires an attached opt-

out form found in GECO. 



CAERS – OPT-OUT FORM ATTACHMENT
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Attach email confirmation or updated opt-out form and 

any other proof of PTE documentation (pdf and excel files 

accepted now).

Attach PTE analysis before you certify your opt-out status.



CAERS – OPT IN 
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Submit to begin 2024 

EI.



LIVE 2024 EI CAERS 

WALKTHROUGH
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TRAINING RESOURCES
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https://epd.georgia.gov/forms-permits/air-protection-branch-forms-permits/point-source-emissions-

inventory

https://epd.georgia.gov/forms-permits/air-protection-branch-forms-permits/point-source-emissions-inventory
https://epd.georgia.gov/forms-permits/air-protection-branch-forms-permits/point-source-emissions-inventory


THANK YOU!
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Your participation helps us obtain and maintain an accurate 

emissions inventory for the state of Georgia which is vital to 

reach our goal of improving our State's air quality.

Thank you for your hard work and cooperation!



EMISSIONS INVENTORY CONTACTS 

Ruben Gijon-Felix - ECSU Manager 

Phone: (470) 524-0563

Email: ruben.gijon-felix@dnr.ga.gov

Jing Wang

Phone: (470) 524-0723

Email: jing.wang@dnr.ga.gov

Emily Phillips

Phone: (470) 251-4176

Email: emily.phillips@dnr.ga.gov 
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Email General Questions: 

Emissions.inventory@dnr.ga.gov

mailto:ruben.gijon-felix@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:jing.wang@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:emily.phillips@dnr.ga.gov


QUESTIONS?

Contact us at: 

emissions.inventory@dnr.ga.gov
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