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UPDATES

* Precipitations since June 2026 have been beneficial
in alleviating drought conditions across the state

* Some major water sources still lack full recovery from
persistent impact of drought conditions

» Lanier is more than 4.5 feet below normal pool

* Hartwell and Thurmond are under Level 2 Drought
Response

 Warm temperature does not help the recovery of
major water sources

* Uncertain future precipitation conditions
* Level 1 Drought Response to remain in effect



N YEAR-TO-DATE PERCENT OF NORMAL PRECIP
“% (NOAA/NCEI)

f( Year-to-l?";te Percent of Normal Preci pitation
= \ | l ) Division Normal
/, ] cD1 82.44%
CD2 81.10%
CD3 78.36%
\ cD4 91.95%
IR CD5 86.14%
- CD6 73.19%
eVl cD7 88.90%
) CcD8 93.41%
{ CD9 82.75%

&
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# PRECIP NEEDED TO END DROUGHT (NOAA/NCEI)

¢
Precip Needed to End Drought ConditionsynsaVorith

Climate Precip Needed
Division

CD1 11.20 inches
CD2 10.80 inches
CD3 11.18 inches
CD4 9.75 inches

CD5 8.28 inches

CDo6 15.11 inches
CD7 11.37 inches
CD8 10.79 inches
CD9 15.57 inches

As of July 18, 2026



LAKE LANIER ELEVATION
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LAKE HARTWELL ELEVATION
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Elevation (ft)
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LAKE CLARKS HILL (THURMOND) ELEVATION
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Week 3-4 Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: August 1 - 14, 2026
Issued: July 17, 2026
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Monthly Precipitation Outlook

Valid: August 2026
y: Issued: July 16, 2026
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Seasonal Precipitation Outlook

Valid: Aug-Sep-Oct 2026
Issued: July 16, 2026
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=~ TROPICAL OUTLOOK

X7 2026 Atlantic Hurricane Season Outlook

Season Probability Named Storms
8-14

Hurricanes
3-6

Major Hurricanes
1-3

. Above Normal . Near Normal . Below Normal

Be prepared: visit hurricanes.gov and follow NOAA's @NWS and @NHC_Atlantic on X. May 2026




) US DROUGHT MONITOR - CURRENT
Georgia

Map released: Thurs. August 13, 2026

Intensity
None
DO (Abnormally Dry)
D1 (Moderate Drought)
D2 (Severe Drought)
Il D3 (Extreme Drought)
Il D4 (Exceptional Drought)
No Data

Authors

United States and Puerto Rico Author(s):
Richard Tinker, NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC

Pacific Islands and Virgin Islands Author(s):

Daniel Whitesel, National Drought Mitigation Center




U.S. Drought Monitor
Georgia

= US DROUGHT MONITOR - APRIL 2026

April 28, 2026
(Released Thursday, Apr. 30, 2026)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 |D1-D4 | D2-D4 [is=EsZ g et]

Curmrent 0.00 |100.00|100.00|100.00| 80.72 | 33.30

Last Week

04.20.2006 0.00 {100.00(100.00( 98.09 | 71.04 | 27.31

IMonths A9 | 0.00 |100.00 (9272 | 6885 | 967 | 0.00
Start of
Calendar Year | 0.00 [100.00(100.00| 37.96 | 1.21 0.00
01-06-2026
Start of

Water Year 1.82 | 9818 | 5278 | .27 | 0.00 | 0.00
09-30-2025

One YearAgo | 4575 [ 5128 | 11.39 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
04-29-2025

Intensity:

|:l None |:| D2 Severe Drought
|:I D0 Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
[] D1 Moderate Drought [l D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:#/droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

Author:
Brad Rippey
U.S. Department of Agric ulture

droughtmonitor.unl.edu



CONTACT INFORMATION

Johmar Haye - johmar.hayel@dnr.ga.gov
Surface Water Withdrawal Permitting Unit

Christine Voudy - christine.voudy@dnr.ga.gov
Groundwater Withdrawal Permitting Unit

Wei Zeng - wei.zeng@dnr.ga.gov
Water Supply Program



mailto:johmar.haye1@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:Christine.voudy@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:wei.zeng@dnr.ga.gov

QUESTIONS?



	Slide Number 1
	Updates
	Year-to-Date Percent of Normal Precip (NOAA/NCEI)
	Precip needed to end drought (NOAA/NCEI)
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Tropical outlook
	US Drought Monitor - current
	US drought monitor – April 2026
	Contact Information
	Questions?

