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The University of Georgia (UGA) was awarded 
$63,339 for the university to quantify and 
improve waste diversion on campus. 
UGA generated significant amounts of 
recoverable materials that were sent to landfill 
during student move-in and move-out. UGA set 
a goal of reducing materials sent to landfills by 
300 tons per year and needed a system to 
measure the tonnage of materials generated, 
identify target areas, and help encourage 
students’ recycling behaviors. 

Through funds provided by the RWD grant, 
UGA purchased  waste diversion tracking 
software and three front-end loader fork 
scales. UGA provided a cash match of $32,119 
for recycling totes and stickers. 

UGA began tracking precise weights of 
materials generated at buildings on campus 
which allowed them to target areas for 
improvement as they work to change students’ 
recycling habits. They identified dining halls as 
the largest contributor of waste sent to landfills 
and began implementing new food waste-
specific diversion strategies – most notably 
compost collection with the help of Athens-
Clarke County’s organics diversion program.
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