Recycling and Waste
Diversion Grant

Pickens County
FY23 Awardee

Pickens County Recycling was awarded
$135,900 to improve their capacity for
recycling glass. Prior to the grant, the
county’s glass crusher was too small to
keep up with demand, as residents from
several surrounding counties rely solely
on Pickens County to recycle their glass.

Through funds provided by the RWD
grant, Pickens County purchased a glass
pulverizer system. The setup for system
was unique in that the county used
recycled materials to prepare the site,
including concrete made from glass
sand, recycled metal, and pallet board
wood for the concrete pouring.

The new glass pulverizer system allows
the county to process between 2,000
and 4,000 pounds of glass per hour,
compared to the 200 to 300 pounds per
hour capacity of the previous, outdated
glass crusher. In 2024, the county
processed and recycled 45,000 pounds
of glass. Pickens County’s participation in
the RWD Grant program has influenced
Gordon and Chattooga counties to seek
funding in future grant cycles.

To learn more about the RWD Grant, visit
https://epd.georgia.gov/about-us/land-protection-
branch/recovered-materials-and-
abatement/recovered-materials/recycling-and

or contact swtf.grant@dnr.ga.gov
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