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Sec. 401 Water Quality Certification 
Oscar Oaks Subdivision- US Army Corps of Engineers Sec. 404 Permit Application 

 
This notice is issued to inform the public that a request has been received for water quality certification (WQC) in 
accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. The public is invited to comment during this 30-day period on 
the proposed activity. Information pertaining to the project is attached to this notice. Since the request is specific to 
401 WQC, only comments pertaining to water quality are considered under the certification review process. 
Comments may be submitted via e-mail to: EPD.WQC@dnr.ga.gov. Comments may also be provided in writing to: 
Program Manager, Wetlands Unit, 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. SE, Suite 1052 East, Atlanta, GA 30334. Include 
the words “Water Quality Certification Comment” and the Control Number above in the e-mail subject line or on 
the top of the first page of written comments to ensure that your comments will be forwarded to the appropriate staff. 
For additional information, contact DJ Fontenot at donald.fontenot@dnr.ga.gov.  
 
Type of Permit Application: 401 Water Quality Certification 
  
Applicable Law: Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1341 
  
Applicable Rules: 40 CFR part 121 
 
Description and Location of Proposed Activity:  
 
Jeff White is seeking a Section 401 Water Quality Certification for the construction of a residential subdivision and 
associated infrastructure. The 167.05-acre property is located east of St. Marys Road and north of GA 40 in St. 
Marys, Camden County, Georgia (30.7672, -81.5981). As proposed in the May 6, 2026 USACE Public Notice, the 
project would construct a residential subdivision to provide homes for the Camden County, Georgia area. 
 
The project, as currently proposed, requires a USACE Section 404 permit and entails impacting 2.28 acres of 
jurisdictional wetlands and 0.06 acre of canal. To offset unavoidable functional loss to the aquatic environment, 
the applicant has proposed to purchase 12.64 Legacy (1.58 2018) wetland mitigation credits from a Corps 
approved Mitigation Bank that serves the project area. 
 
 
Name and Address of Permit Applicant: Jeff White 

8649 Baypine Road, Suite 202 
Jacksonville, FL 32256 



Oneida Environmental, LLC 
9143 Philips Highway, Suite 590 
Jacksonville, FL 32256 
(904) 363-1686 

 
 

  
 E N G I N E E R I N G    S C I E N C E    C O N S T R U C T I O N  

 

July 6, 2026 

 

Donald Fontenot 

Environmental Compliance Specialist, Georgia Department of Natural Resources  

Via email: Donald.Fontenot@dnr.ga.gov 

 

RE: 401 Water Quality Certification  

 Site Name: Oscar Oaks Subdivision 

 Federal Application No.: SAS-2025-00890  

 

Dear Mr. Fontenot: 

Pursuant to your request consistent with 40 CFR Part 121.5, Oneida Environmental submits the following 

revised information in response to your request for information.  

 

1. A copy of the Federal permit application submitted to the Federal agency. 
a. See attached federal permit application.  

2. Any readily available water quality-related materials that informed development of the 
application. 

a.    See attached Phase I Environmental Assessment written by UES. After a 
desktop review, it was determined that there were no 303(d) listed streams on 
the property and the site is not within a mile of an impaired water body.  

3. A description of the proposed activity, including purpose of proposed activity and 
type(s) of discharge(s) that may result.  

a.   The purpose of the project is to construct a residential development and 
associated infrastructure to provide homes for the growing Camden County, 
Georgia area. Construction of the residential development will result in 
approximately 9.74 acres of wetland fill impacts and 0.06 acres of canal 
impacts to install culverts. Approximately 51.52 acres of wetlands and 3.80 
acres of canal will remain.  

4. The specific location of any discharge(s) that may result from the proposed activity.  
a.    Wetland impacts A-D in the northern portion of the parcel are approximately 0.84 

acres and wetland impacts E-N in the southern portion of the parcel are 
approximately 2.07 acres, for a total of approximately 2.91 acres of jurisdictional 
wetland impacts. Two culverted road crossings total approximately 0.06 acres of canal 
impacts. Wetland impacts 1-6,  in the northern portion of the parcel and wetland 
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impacts 7-11 in the southern portion of the parcel, total approximately 6.83 acers of 
non-jurisdictional wetland impacts. See attached wetland impact map (Figure 5) for 
the location of the wetland impacts. 

5. Map or diagram of the proposed activity site, including proposed activity boundaries in 
relation to local streets, roads, and highways  

a.    See attached environmental figures contained in the 404 application. 
6. Description of current activity site conditions, including but not limited to relevant site data, 

photographs that represent current site conditions, or other relevant documentation. 
a.    The site is approximately 167.05 acres of undeveloped property. The site contains 

approximately 101.93 acres of uplands to include mixed pine-hardwood and loblolly-
slash pine. On-site wetlands include approximately 61.26 acres of clearcut-sparse 
vegetation, cypress-gum swamp,  bottomland hardwood, freshwater marsh, and 
evergreen forested wetland.  Additionally, the site contains approximately 3.86 acres 
of open water in the form of man-made canals that bisect the property. For further 
details see attached listed wildlife and habitat assessment report contained in the 404 
application.  See also attached Phase 1 which discusses current site conditions.  

7. Date(s) on which the proposed activity is planned to begin and end and, if known, the 
approximate date(s) when any discharges may commence.  

a.    Work will begin once we receive the 401 water quality certification and USACE 404 
Permit with the plan to be completed within 5 years.  

8.  A list of all other Federal, interstate, Tribal, state, territorial, or local agency authorizations 
required for the proposed activity and the current status of each authorization.  

a.    We are awaiting the federal permit. The public notice period ended on June 5,     
       2026. See attached public notice.  

9. Documentation that a pre-filing meeting request was submitted to certifying authority in 
accordance with applicable submission procedures, unless the pre-filing meeting request 
requirement was waived.  

a.   A prefiling meeting request was emailed to Dewey Richardson on May 14,  
      2026. See attached email. The pre-filing meeting was held on May 19, 2026. 

Oneida Environmental, LLC 

 
 
Hayley Torkos 
Project Manager 
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