August 2026 Climate Summary — Georgia

Eleanor Partington and Nyasha Dunkley
State of Georgia Climate Office

August in Georgia was warm with near normal precipitation. The average statewide
temperature was 81.4°F (+2.4°F above normal), making this the 11" warmest August on a record
extending to 1895. The average statewide precipitation for the month was 4.58 inches, only 0.34
inches below the normal amount. This August was the second warmest August on record for
Savannah (POR 1948), the 4" warmest on record for Atlanta (POR 1930), and the 8" warmest
for Columbus and Augusta (POR 1948 and 1942 respectively). A record high minimum
temperature of 78°F was set in Columbus on August 18, and a record high rainfall amount of
3.42 inches was set in Columbus on August 11.

Departure from Normal Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Precipitation (in)
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According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, Abnormally Dry (DO0) conditions covered much
of Georgia at the beginning of the month, with some Moderate Drought (D1) in parts of the north
and central areas. By the end of the month, Moderate Drought expanded across much of southern
and eastern Georgia. Overall, there was a shift from widespread abnormal dryness toward more
pronounced drought in the southern and eastern parts of the state. According to the Climate
Prediction Center, no drought is expected across most of the state, with the likelihood of any
remaining drought removed in the coming months.



U.S. Drought Monitor August 4, 2026 U.S. Drought Monitor August 25, 2026
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U' S' Seasona’ Drought OUHOOR Valid for September 1 - November 30, 2026
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released August 31, 2026
1 Consistency adjustment
based on Monthly
Drought Outlook for
September 2026
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According to the Climate Prediction Center, El Nifio is present as equatorial sea surface
temperatures are above average across the central and eastern Pacific Ocean. There is nearly
100% probability that E1 Nino will persist and strengthen during September-November 2026.
The seasonal outlooks from the Climate Prediction Center show the probability of above normal
temperatures across much of the state and above normal precipitation for September through
November.



Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: Sep-Oct-Nov 2026
Issued: August 20, 2026

Seasonal Temperature Outlook
Valid: Sep-Oct-Nov 2026
Issued: August 20, 2026

®




