
WELCOME TO HAPS REPORTING FOR THE 

2020 NEI TRAINING!

The webinar will begin in a few minutes…

• Please keep your video and audio off for the duration of the 
presentation.

• If using a phone, please use the “local” number

• If you have any questions, please send them to the host via the 
chat box

• There will be a Q&A session at the end of the presentation

• Use *9 to raise your hand via the phone line

• This presentation will be recorded and posted online. More info 
covered on Resources slide.
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• What is CAERS?

• Emission Inventory Regulatory Basis

• Reporting HAPs in CAERS

• CAERS EI HAPs Reporting Walkthrough

• Upcoming Events (Training Opportunities, Resources)
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WHAT IS CAERS?

CAERS (Combined Air Emissions Reporting System) is an application that 

allows industry from subscribed State, Local, or Tribal authorities (or SLTs) 

to report their air emissions.

This allows:

• SLTs to meet specific air emissions reporting requirements 

• Annual or triennial reporting to meet the requirements of the Air Emissions 

Reporting Requirements (AERR) rule

• Facilities to report Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAPs) emissions at the 

process level which is sent to the TRI-MEweb to pre-populate air 

emissions.

• Starting this year, GA EPD is encouraging facilities to voluntarily submit 

HAP emissions to CAERS.  In the future, this may be required.

• TRI data must still be completed and certified in TRI-MEweb
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EI REGULATORY BASIS

• Regulations requiring GA EPD to collect an Emissions 
Inventory
• Federal: 40 CFR Part 51 - Air Emissions Reporting 

Requirements (AERR)
• State: Georgia Rule 391-3-1-.02(6)(b)(1)

• HAPs emission reporting is not required under the 
federal AERR rule or state regulations

• CAERS allows GA facilities to voluntarily submit 
HAPs emissions at the process level

States are required to annually report actual point source 
emissions data to EPA by December 31st.  GA EPD requires 
participating facilities to report data by June 30th. 
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All Part 70 Major Sources 
are subject.

• Exceptions include:

•Permitted but not constructed

•Federally Enforceable Permit 
Limit (e.g., Synthetic Minor 
or Major HAP sources)

•Shutdown during the entire 
calendar year

2020 is a Triennial Year 

• Triennial thresholds are lower 
than Annual Year thresholds

• Thresholds are PTE-based, 
except Pb (actual)

Triennial Year PTE Thresholds

Pollutant (tons per year)

SO2 ≥ 100

VOC ≥ 100

NOx ≥ 100

CO ≥ 1000

Pb ≥ 0.5 (actual)

Primary PM10 ≥ 100

Primary PM2.5 ≥ 100

NH3 ≥ 100
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EI HAPS REPORTING 

WALKTHROUGH
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2020 EI COLLECTION FLOW

1. Opt-in/Opt-out of 2020 EI via the Georgia Environmental 

Connections Online (GECO) Program 

• Applicability is based on potential emissions; reporting is based 

on actual emissions.

2. Beginning March 8, opt-in facilities can work in CDX CAERS 

for the 2020 NEI 

• New Users must register in CDX

• Existing users can update any information if needed

• Add CAERS under CDX

• Request access to your facilities

• Reviewers (GA EPD) grants access

• Work on CAPs and HAPs emissions submittal

• Reviewers (GA EPD) QA 2020 EI data

2020 EI should be submitted to GA EPD through CAERS by June 30, 2021
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REPORTING HAPS IN CAERS

• Report HAPs emissions with CAPs emissions at the 
process level

• Note: Not all HAPs available in TRI-MEWEB are available 
in NEI. 

• Data in the CAERS database must be certified to be used 
in TRI-MEWEB

• When in TRI-MEWEB:

• A green icon will appear titled “NEI data available”

• Click on the green icon to show NEI widget

• If you select “Yes, copy my CY [year] NEI emission data 
into Section 5.1 and 5.2”, the HAPs emissions will be 
copied into the TRI form R. 

• If facility decides to not transfer the HAPs data shown in 
the pop-up, your comment will be collected.
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LINK TO CDX LOG IN
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Register/Update CAERS contact 

information

• CAERS opened on March 8



CAERS – HAPS AND CAPS EMISSIONS
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Add CAPs/HAPs



CAERS – ENTER HAPS EMISSIONS
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CAERS – BULK UPLOAD TEMPLATE
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Enter HAPs emissions



CAERS – FACILITY EXAMPLE
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CAERS – SUMMARY PAGE
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HAPs emission summary



TRI-MEWEB: FORM R, SECTION 5 SCREEN
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TRI-MEWEB: CAERS HAPS DATA TRANSFER
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CAERS submission must be certified first to be used in 

TRI-MEweb

Click on green button.
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Next, this pop-up will appear, displaying the most recent 

HAPs record from CAERS.

TRI-MEWEB: CAERS HAPS DATA TRANSFER
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TRI-MEWEB: CAERS HAPS DATA TRANSFER

If you decide not to use the CAERS data, a comment 

box will appear so that you can provide a rationale for 

why NEI data were not used.
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TRI-MEWEB: CAERS HAPS DATA TRANSFER

If you choose to use HAPs data from CAERS, the next 

steps include:

•Copy HAPs data into TRI Form R, Section 5 

• If all HAPs not included in CAERS, include in Form R 

•Complete Form R

•Data validation

•Certify data to complete TRI reporting requirement.



UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS

• CDX/CAERS has been open for applicable facilities 

to submit their 2020 EI since March 8

•Georgia EPD is currently reviewing EI data as 

facilities submit

• Facilities EI deadline is June 30, 2021

• Live Virtual Help Sessions (April – June)

• Email sign-up will be offered
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LIVE VIRTUAL HELP SESSIONS
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• Attendance Requirements:

• Send questions to emissions.inventory@dnr.ga.gov with 

a screen shot of your problem

•We will try to address by email first

• If not resolved by email, we will provide a live help 

session time slot 

• Help Session Times

• Every other Tuesday & Thursday from April 27 – May 
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• Every Tuesday & Thursday in June

• Tuesdays: 10-11 AM; Thursdays: 2-3 PM

mailto:emissions.inventory@dnr.ga.gov


RESOURCES

1. GECO EI Application Training PowerPoint and Recording

https://epd.georgia.gov/forms-permits/air-protection-branch-forms-

permits/air-emissions/submit-emissions-inventory

2. CAERS User guide

https://epd.georgia.gov/forms-permits/air-protection-branch-forms-

permits/air-emissions/submit-emissions-inventory

3. Past EPA CAERS Webinar Recordings

https://www.epa.gov/e-enterprise/e-enterprise-combined-air-

emissions-reporting-caer

▪ CAERS EI User Interface (3/24/21) – Link coming soon

▪ CAERS EI Bulk Uploading Template (3/31/21) – Link coming 

soon

▪ CAERS EI Control Path Webinar (4/14/21) – Link coming soon
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https://epd.georgia.gov/forms-permits/air-protection-branch-forms-permits/air-emissions/submit-emissions-inventory
https://epd.georgia.gov/forms-permits/air-protection-branch-forms-permits/air-emissions/submit-emissions-inventory
https://www.epa.gov/e-enterprise/e-enterprise-combined-air-emissions-reporting-caer


QUESTIONS
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Contact us at: 

emissions.inventory@dnr.ga.gov



QUESTIONS FROM HAPS TRAINING (1)
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• What happens with reported HAP emissions if that 

chemical does not trigger TRI reporting thresholds?

• If you are not subject to TRI or the thresholds are not 
triggered, the HAPs emissions are just kept in CAERS. 
Voluntary HAPs reporting allows facilities to provide 
accurate emissions data at the process level. Otherwise, EPA 
uses HAPs augmentation to establish HAPs emissions in the 
national emission inventory.



QUESTIONS FROM HAPS TRAINING (2)
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• For TRI reporting, if a constituent is reported as a range, the 
average of that range is used.  However, for air emissions 
reporting, the maximum concentration is typically used so 
emissions for the two reports do not always correspond exactly.  
Should emissions reported for air emissions purposes be 
revised/modified when filing the TRI?
• Report emissions as required by TRI. You have the option of not 

keeping the emissions as reported in CAERS. If this is the case, 
TRI-MEweb allows you to not accept the NEI data and you can 
leave a comment explaining why you did not use the CAERS 
data. EPA prefers the total of the reported HAP emissions in the 
CAERS EI should be the same as the facility-level TRI data since  
CAERS EI reported process-level HAPs data should sum to the 
same values in TRI.  



QUESTIONS FROM HAPS TRAINING (3)
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• Are the HAPs reported required to have a PTE > 100 tons/yr?

• No, HAPs at any level can be reported.

• Are any HAPs reported?

• Yes, any HAPs can be reported. Voluntary HAPs reporting in 
CAERS allows facilities to provide accurate emissions data at the 
process level to the NEI. Otherwise, EPA adds HAPs to facilities 
where they are not reported by SLTs. First, by using the TRI-
reported data and second by relying on SLT-submitted VOC or 
PM values via HAP augmentation. (EPA 2020 NEI Plan) 

• While the EPA prefers the State-reported HAP emissions for the 
NEI because they should be at a more detailed process level, the 
facility-level TRI data and State-reported process-level data 
should sum to the same values.  

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-08/documents/2020_nei_plan_final.pdf

