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In June, Georgia experienced near normal temperatures and above normal precipitation
on average statewide. The average monthly temperature was 74.6°F, only 0.2°F above the 1901-
2000 average, and the average monthly precipitation was 5.37 inches, almost an inch above the
1901-2000 average for June. The swath of above normal rainfall in southern Georgia follows the
path that the remnants of Tropical Storm Arthur took as it passed over Georgia in mid-June. The
distribution of rainfall across the state was uneven, with areas outside of Arthur’s path mostly
receiving below average precipitation for the month. For example, the Savannah area did not
receive precipitation from Arthur’s remnants but the Columbus area did, and this June was the 3™
driest on record for Savannah (POR 1948) but was the 3™ wettest on record for Columbus (POR
1948). Macon set a new daily rainfall record on June 8 with 1.72 inches of rain, breaking the
previous record of 1.34 inches set in 1949. Columbus set a new daily rainfall record on June 18™
with 3.96 inches of rain, breaking the old record of 1.73 inches set in 2019. Augusta tied the
daily low temperature record on June 4 with a low of 52°F, the old record was set in 1969.
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On June 18", the remnants of Tropical Storm Arthur passed over the state spawning at
least 10 tornadoes across north and central Georgia, according to the National Weather Service at
Peachtree City. The tornadoes included six EF-0’s and four EF-1’s which caused damage to
homes, trees, and power lines. Counties which were affected include Muscogee, Schley,
Crawford. Monroe, Jones, Balwin, Putnam, and Greene.



2026 June Preliminary Tornado Summary
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Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1% through November 30'". The 2026 North
Atlantic Hurricane Season Outlook from the NOAA Climate Prediction Center, which is
produced in collaboration with the National Hurricane Center (NHC) and the Atlantic Oceanic
and Meteorological Laboratory (AOML), indicates that below-normal hurricane activity is likely
this season. The outlook predicts a 55% chance of a below-normal season, a 35% chance of a
near-normal season, and a 10% chance of an above-normal season. NOAA forecasts 8-14 named
storms of which 3-6 are likely to be hurricanes and 1-3 are likely to be major hurricanes. The
below-normal prediction is largely influenced by the current El Nifio, which often suppresses
tropical activity in the Atlantic basin due to increased vertical wind shear making it harder for
storms to organize into a hurricane.



X2 2026 Atlantic Hurricane Season Outlook

Season Probability Named Storms
8-14

Hurricanes
3-6

Major Hurricanes
1-3

. Above Normal Near Normal ! Below Normal

Be prepared: visit hurricanes.gov and follow NOAA's @NWS and @NHC_Atlantic on X. May 2026

Image via NOAA's National Hurricane Center

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, drought conditions improved significantly across
Georgia during June. Widespread Severe to Extreme Drought (D2—-D3) at the beginning of the
month, along with a small area of Exceptional Drought (D4) in the far south, was eliminated by
the end of the month, with most of the state improving to Abnormally Dry (D0), Moderate
Drought (D1), or no drought at all. According to the Climate Prediction Center, drought is
expected to improve, with the majority of the state likely to be drought-free by the end of July.
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U.S. Month’y Drought Outlook Valid for July 2026

Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released June 30, 2026
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According to the Climate Prediction Center, El Nifio is present as equatorial sea surface
temperatures are above average across the central and eastern Pacific Ocean. El Nifio will
strengthen through the end of the year and likely persist through early spring 2027. The seasonal
outlooks from the Climate Prediction Center show the probability of above normal temperatures
and equal chances of normal precipitation for July through September.
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