March 2023 Climate Summary — Georgia
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State of Georgia Climate Office

March was a warm month across the entire state and especially in South Georgia.
Rainfall levels varied across the state, as above average precipitation fell across Central
Georgia and some small patches in South Georgia received below normal precipitation.
The average temperature for the month was 59.3°F, which was 3.9°F above the 1901-
2000 average of 55.4°F. Average precipitation for March was 4.47 inches, 0.59 inches
below the 1901-2000 average of 5.06 inches. A warm end of February persisted into the
beginning of March, leading to a couple of new records throughout the state. A record of
86°F in Macon on 3/7 broke the previous record of 84°F in 1956 and Columbus tied
1918’s record of 85°F on 3/7.
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Four tornadoes touched down in Central Georgia from March 25% to 27%, as part
of a severe storm system that traveled from Texas to the Southeast coast. The first was an
EFO0 tornado which spun up briefly in Laurens County on 3/25. The severe weather
worsened on 3/26 with an EF3 reported in Troup and Meriwether County and an EF1 in
Baldwin County near Milledgeville. On 3/27, Meriwether County saw an additional EF1
tornado. The most damage came from the 3/26 long-track EF3 tornado, in which winds
reached a peak of 150 mph.
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In March, drought conditions improved slightly as Abnormally Dry (D0)
conditions in the two southern corners of the state decreased. Additionally, the area of
Moderate Drought (D1) diminished in Southeast Georgia. However, the area of Moderate
Drought (D1) in Southwest Georgia expanded. Overall, the drought conditions remained
relatively consistent over the course of the month. The seasonal outlook from the Climate
Prediction Center suggests that drought will remain absent from most of the state and any
current drought in South Georgia is likely to dissipate through the end of June.

U.S. Drought Monitor March 7, 2023 U.S. Drought Monitor March 28, 2023
B (Released Thursday, Mar. 9. 2023) - (Released Thursday, Mar. 30, 2023)
Georgia Vlld 7 am. 5T Georgla Valid 8 a.m. EDT
Orougnt Gonaitans (Percent Area) Ovougar Conaivans (Percent Area)
e [ 0001 10 [ L e

cument | 7490|2501 | 4@ | 000 | w0 | 0o cument | m268 | 731|500 (om0 | 0w |00
w8 |30 oo |ow |om 1[50 | o | 0w [om

o | 345 |eass | %056 | aco | 000 | noo 536 5264 (2702 | am | oo 0o
5364|2006 | 451 |00 | om0 54 |04 [ 201 [ 0w | 000

820 | 2380 | 000 | 000 | oo | oo 520 |0 (000 | 0o |om [oo

o | 597 | 5403|2523 | 000 | 000 | 000 | 6 |24 | 00 [ noo | 00

w820

Intensity.
Nons [ 02 Savers Drought
00 pnormaity Ory [ 03 Exarame Drought

[ 02 Severe Drought
00 AbrarmaltyDry [N 03 Extreme Drought

Author:
Curlis Rigant)
National D

droughtmonitor.unl.edu droughtmonitor.unl.edu

.
Deboran Bathke
Nabional Drought Mitgalion Center

U.S. Seasonal Drought Qutlook i -
Drought Tendency During ge Valid Period vand fﬁ;éﬁ;’é; »éligﬁ g?,' gggg

Consistency adjustment
based on Monthly

Drought Outlook for
April 2023

Depicts large-scale trends besed

on subjectively derived probabilties
guided by short- and long range:
statistical and cynamical forecasts.

B Use caution for spplications that

can be affected by shart lived events.
Ongoing” drought oress are

based on the U.5. Drought Menitor
sreas (inters tes of D1 1o D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply st least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, slhough
d@rought will remain. The gresn
areas imply drought removal by the
end ofthe period (D0 or none).

. Droug ht persists

Author:
Yun Fan

NOAANWSMNCER/Climate Prediction Center

L Droug ht remains but improves
Drought removal likely
s < Droug ht development likely
T S DRy L 7& ‘@'
i; http://go.usa.gov/3eZ73

According to the Climate Prediction Center, La Nifa conditions ended and ENSO-
neutral began in late February to early March of 2023 as sea surface temperatures began
warming to normal temperatures. ENSO-neutral conditions are expected to persist
through the spring. In May-July 2023, there is a 62% chance of a transition to El Nifio.



Georgia’s seasonal outlook from the Climate Prediction Center for April, May, and June
predicts normal levels of precipitation and warmer than normal temperatures.
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