March 2024 Climate Summary — Georgia
Nyasha Dunkley

State of Georgia Climate Office

The month of March marked the start of astronomical spring with warmer and
wetter conditions across the state. The average temperature of 59 °F rose 3.9 degrees
above the climatological average of 55.4 F. Precipitation was also above average at 6.35
inches, with a large swath across South Central Georgia seeing values well above normal.
A record rainfall of 2.36 inches was set in Atlanta on 3/6, breaking the old record of 2.27
inches set in 1947. Macon also set a record rainfall of 2.19 inches at the start of the month
on the 9. This broke the old record of 1.45 inches set in 1927.
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While much of the state remained drought-free in March, a small area of D0
(Abnormally Dry) conditions in Northwest Georgia was present at the start of the
month. According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, the abnormally dry conditions
dissipated by the end of March, leaving drought-free conditions across the state.
According to the seasonal drought outlook from the Climate Prediction Center, no
drought is likely for the state during the next three-month period.



U.S. Drought Monitor
Georgia

March 5, 2024
(Reieased Thursday, Mar. 7, 2024)
Valid 7 a.m. EST

U.S. Drought Monitor
Georgia

March 26, 2024
(Released Thursday, Mar. 28, 2024)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT
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U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

Valid for April 18 - July 31, 2024
Released April 18, 2024

Depicts large-scale trends based

/' on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
7y "Ongoing” drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none)
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https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73

According to the Climate Prediction Center, equatorial sea surface
temperatures are currently above average across the central and eastern Pacific
Ocean indicating El Nifio conditions. However, there is an 83% chance of a
transition to ENSO-neutral conditions by April-June 2024. It is also becoming
increasingly likely (60% chance) that La Nifia conditions will develop in June-
August. The Climate Prediction Center’s seasonal outlook for May, June, and July
suggests that Georgia is likely to experience above normal temperatures and above
normal precipitation in the coming months.



® ~ Seasonal Precipitation Outiook 9 ( Seasonal Temperature Outlook &

Valid: May-Jun-Jul 2024
: i Valid: May-Jun-Jul 2024
SRR e Issued: April 18, 2024
Ty

|
Equal |
~Chances |

Equa\l
Probability cﬁa.fc?s

(Percent Chance)
Al Near Bolow. .
! Nomal  Nomal  Nomal 7
1 Leaning 3340% [T 3340% [ 3340% "\ _Leaning
aa ‘Above \_ [ 40-son W <050% [ s0son . Below
\% . . ocon
= . oo Faudl g eoon
Lik Chances Like S
At { e S e > Gy :
., eoson . 050% LI
- o 00% -0 100%. o OF



