
GA EPD Public Meeting
The meeting will start soon….

• We will be using the name you registered with to find your name.  Please 
update your zoom screen name if it does not match your registered name. 

• The co-host will unmute and call on participants who have registered to 
comment. 

• If time allows, participants who did not register to speak will be given the 
opportunity to do so. Please raise your hand and names will be called. For 
participants using a telephone, please press * 9 to raise your hand. 

• Please limit your comments to 2 minutes.

• EPD will be listening and recording comments during this meeting. 

• EPD will respond to comments in writing.

• EPD will be receiving comments but will not be answering questions.

• Please send written comments to TwinPines.Comment@dnr.ga.gov.

mailto:TwinPines.Comments@dnr.ga.gov


March 5, 2024

PUBLIC MEETING 

TWIN PINES MINERALS, LLC

DRAFT PERMITS



INTRODUCTION

Twin Pines Minerals, LLC submitted permit applications to the Georgia
Environmental Protection Division (EPD) proposing a demonstration project for
mining heavy minerals sands near St. George, Charlton County, Georgia. These
permits, for ground water withdrawal, air quality, and surface mining, are typical
for any surface mine.

On February 9, 2024, Georgia EPD initially placed the draft permits on a 30-day
public notice to solicit public comment. After receiving multiple requests to extend
the comment period, EPD has extended the public comment period to 60 days.
These draft permits can be found on the EPD website. This virtual public meeting
is being held today, March 5, 2024, to receive oral comments on these documents.
Written comments will also be accepted at TwinPines.Comment@dnr.ga.gov.



• Air Permit
• To construct and operate a new mineral sands processing plant to produce mineral

concentrates of titanium, staurolite, and zircon. Air emissions equipment at the plant
will include three indirect-fired propane rotary dryers and two electrically heated feed
reheaters with two wet scrubbers and baghouses for controlling air emissions. The
facility will be a true minor source in accordance with the Georgia Air Quality Act
O.C.G.A. § 12-9-1 et. Seq.

• Groundwater Withdrawal Permit
• To withdraw, obtain, or utilize maximum system wide total of groundwater in the

amount of 1.44 million gallons per day from the Floridan Aquifer. The purpose of
consumptive use is to process water for surface mining of mineral sands in accordance
with the O.C.G.A. § 12-5-90 et. Seq. Groundwater Use Act and the Rules for
Groundwater Use Chapter 391-3-2.

• Surface Mining Permit
• To conduct mining operations to mine heavy mineral sands in Charlton County. The

permit is conditioned upon the reviewed MLUP that details the mine operation in
accordance with the O.C.G.A. § 12-4-72 Surface Mining Act and the Rules for Surface
Mining 391-3-3.

Description of Operation For Each Draft Permit: 



PURPOSE OF MEETING

The purpose of this meeting is to receive oral comments on the
drafts permits. Please note that we will not be answering
questions at this time in order to maximize the time to receive
comments. All oral and written comments received during the
comment period will be considered by EPD as it makes a final
decision on the draft permits. EPD may request the applicant
make changes to address comments received. EPD response to
comments and finalization of the draft permits can take
anywhere from several days to several months to complete,
depending on the number and complexity of the comments
received. EPD will post a response to comments on the EPD
website after the official comment period closes.



SCHEDULE FOR TWIN PINES MINERALS

Draft Permits

• Public Notice: February 9, 2024

• Public Meeting: March 5, 2024

• End of Public Notice: April 9, 2024



COMMENT – DRAFT PERMITS
• Participants that registered to speak will be unmuted and called upon. You will be given 10 

seconds to begin speaking. 

• Please ensure your screen name in zoom matches your registered name so we may find you 
easily. 

• On the next slide, the first 100 attendees that registered to speak will be listed. Please look for 
your name so you can be prepared to speak once your name has been called. The remaining 
registered speakers will be listed on a separate slide and will be shown after the last name has 
been called on the first registered speaker name slide.

• Please limit comments to 2 minutes. 
  
• If time allows, participants that did not register to speak may raise their hands. Names will be 

called in order that hands are raised. For participants using a telephone, please press * 9 to raise 
your hand. 

• Written comments: TwinPines.Comment@dnr.ga.gov

mailto:TwinPines.Comment@dnr.ga.gov


ATTENDEES WHO REGISTERED TO SPEAK



ATTENDEES WHO REGISTERED TO SPEAK



ATTENDEES WHO DID NOT REGISTER TO SPEAK

• If you haven’t already done so, please raise your hand or 
press *9 if you are using the telephone.

• Listen carefully for your name.  You will have 10 seconds 
to begin speaking after you are unmuted. 

• Each speaker will have 2 minutes to provide a comment. 



• Thank you for your attendance at this public meeting. 

• The Division will consider these, and all other relevant
comments received throughout the public comment period
that officially ends at 4:30 pm, Tuesday, April 9, 2024.

• All written comments can be sent to: 
TwinPines.Comment @dnr.ga.gov

• All documents open for public comment can be found at: 
https://epd.georgia.gov/twin-pines

ADJOURN

https://epd.georgia.gov/twin-pines
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