ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION
PUBLIC NOTICE
WATERSHED PROTECTION BRANCH

June 12. 2026 Bulloch, Bryan, Effingham, and Chatham
Notice Issue Date City / County

July 13,2026 SAS-2025-00222

Notice Close Date Control Number

Sec. 401 Water Quality Certification
I-16 Widening from 1-95 to SR 67 - US Army Corps of Engineers Sec. 404 Permit Application

This notice is issued to inform the public that a request has been received for water quality certification (WQC) in
accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. The public is invited to comment during this 30-day period on
the proposed activity. Information pertaining to the project is attached to this notice. Since the request is specific to
401 WQC, only comments pertaining to water quality are considered under the certification review process.
Comments may be submitted via e-mail to: EPD.GDOT(@dnr.ga.gov. Comments may also be provided in writing
to: Program Manager, Nonpoint Source Program, Erosion and Sedimentation Control, 2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
SW, Suite 1452 East, Atlanta, GA 30334. Include the words “Water Quality Certification Comment” and the Control
Number above in the e-mail subject line or on the top of the first page of written comments to ensure that your
comments will be forwarded to the appropriate staff. For additional information, contact Jonathan Calabria-Russell
at Jonathan.calabria-russell@dnr.ga.gov.

Type of Permit Application: 401 Water Quality Certification
Applicable Law: Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1341
Applicable Rules: 40 CFR part 121

Description and Location of Proposed Activity:

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) TIA is seeking a Section 401 Water Quality
Certification for activities associated with a road widening project of Interstate (I)-16 in Bulloch, Bryan, Effingham,
and Chatham Counties, Georgia. The approximately 32.5-mile project is in Lower Ogeechee and Ogeechee Coastal
watersheds (HUC 03060202 and 03060204) with its midpoint at (32.189674, -81.471315). As proposed on February
27,2026, Request for 401 WQC, the project includes the reconstruction from State Route (SR) 67 in Bulloch County
to [-95 in Chatham County.

The project, as currently proposed, requires a USACE Section 404 permit and entails permanently impacting
25.654 acres of wetlands, 610 linear feet (0.284 acre) of impact to streams, 3,972 linear feet (1.347 acres) of impact
to ditches, and 0.024 acres of impact to open waters. To offset the loss in aquatic function associated with the above
impacts, the applicant has proposed the purchase of 16.07 (2018) wetland credits or 128.56 legacy wetland credits
and 443 (2018) stream credits or 5,316 legacy stream credits that would be purchased from a USACE approved
mitigation bank servicing the Lower Ogeechee and Ogeechee Coastal watersheds (HUC 03060202 and 03060204).
The GDOT is currently in discussion with the mitigation bank (Yam Grandy) to determine credit availability and
purchase available credits. The purchase of credits has not yet been completed.


mailto:EPD.GDOT@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:Jonathan.calabria-russell@dnr.ga.gov

Name and Address of Permit Applicant: Ms. Amber Phillips
Georgia Department of Transportation

Office of Environmental Services
600 W. Peachtree Street, NW, 16th Floor

Atlanta, Georgia 30308




Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner

One Georgia Center
600 West Peachtree Street, NW Atlanta, GA 30308
(404) 631-1000 Main Office

Georgia Department of Transportation

April 7, 2026

Brian Kent, Program Manager
Environmental Protection Division
2 MLK, Jr. Dr. S.W,, Suite 1462
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

ATTN: Michael Berry

Re: Request for 401 Water Quality Certification Application for GDOT Project PI# 0020168
Bulloch, Bryan, Effingham, and Chatham Counties
Interstate (I)-16 Widening from I-19 to SR 67
SAS-2025-00222

Dear Mr. Kent,

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) requests Georgia Environmental Protection Division (GEPD)
issuance of Water Quality Certification pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for the above
referenced project. GDOT submitted an Individual Section 404 Permit application to the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) for the project on February 27, 2026. GDOT notified GEPD with a request for a pre-filing
meeting via email dated January 16, 2026. Per the CWA Section 401 Certification Rule, this certification request
contains all seven requirements outlined in section 121.5 (b) for an individual permit.

(1) GDOT is the project proponent seeking certification. The GDOT State Environmental Administrator,
Amber Phillips, is serving as a point of contact (aphillips@dot.ga.gov and 404-631-1000).

(2) Project PI# 0020168 proposes to widen approximately 32.5 miles of Interstate 16 (I-16) in Bulloch,
Bryan, Effingham, and Chatham Counties, Georgia.

(3) Attached is a table that documents each aquatic resource impact and its GPS coordinates.

(4) The total disturbed acreage of the project would be approximately 831 acres. The project area drains
to receiving waters located within the Lower Ogeechee and Ogeechee Coastal watersheds (Hydrologic
Unit Code [HUC] 8: 03060202 and 03060204). The project would utilize erosion control best
management practices (BMPs) per the Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia to
minimize erosion and prevent sediment from discharging from the project area during construction and
includes post-construction stormwater management BMPs. The project is designed to follow the
GDOT Drainage Manual and also uses design criteria from the Georgia Stormwater Management
Manual for certain post-construction stormwater management BMPs discharging to receiving streams
containing habitat for federally protected species.



Mr. Brian Kent
GDOT PI No. 0020168
April 8, 2026

(5) Discharge will be monitored, treated, controlled, and/or managed in accordance with the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Infrastructure Construction General Permit (GAR
100002) and General Permit for Discharges from GDOT Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System
(MS4) (GAR 041000) for portions of the project within Chatham County. Pursuant to the NPDES, BMPs
include, but are not limited to, erosion and sedimentation controls, water quality protection, and removal
of stockpiles and other temporary disturbances during construction. Additionally, the project would
utilize Special Provision (SP) 165.3.05, which includes conditions for cleaning sediment from temporary
erosion control devices and requiring either removing excavated sediment from the immediate area,
mixing it in the roadway embankment, or wasting it in an area approved by the Engineer.

(6) A list of all other federal, interstate, tribal, state, territorial, or local agency authorizations required for
the proposed project, including all approvals and denials already received, is outlined in the following
table:

Issuing Agency | Type Approval ID# Date/ Date/
Application Approval

USFWS Section 7 ESA 2025- 1/22/2026 2/19/2026
0000551

NOAA Section 7 ESA SERO-2025- | 10/8/2025 1/16/2026

Fisheries 2803

GA HPD-SHPO | Section 106 NHPA HP-241016- | 12/15/2025 1/8/2026
004

USACE Individual Permit Application SAS-2025- 2/27/2026 Pending
00222

GAEPD 401 wQC Unknown Pending Pending

GAEPD Buffer Variance Unknown Pending Pending

GAEPD NPDES Unknown Pending Pending

Key: US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Endangered Species Act (ESA), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), Georgia Historic Preservation Division (GA HPD), State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA), US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Georgia Environmental Protection Division (GA EPD), Water
Quality Certification (WQC), National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)

(7) The project proponent hereby certifies that all information contained herein is true, accurate, and
complete to the best of their knowledge and belief.

(8) The project proponent hereby requests that the certifying authority review and take action on this CWA
401 certification request within the applicable reasonable period of time.



Please copy the GDOT Ecologist, Environmental Analyst, and the USACE Project Manager on any future
correspondence. If you have any questions or require any additional information, please contact GDOT P3 Support
Services Ecologist Dan Ashworth at 404-433-2421 (bashworth@hntb.gov) or GDOT P3 Support Services Ecology
Team Lead Katherine Zornig at 404-946-5578 (kzornig@hntb.gov).

Sincerely,
| e
Gl /é///—

Amber Phillips
State Environmental Administrator

AM/KZ/js Enclosure

cc:
Rick O’Hara, GDOT PM
Elizabeth Wygand, GDOT Environmental Analyst
Daryl Williams, GDOT ECB
Lisa Westberry, GDOT Mitigation
GDOT IOEQ Inbox (IOEQsubmittals@dot.ga.gov)
EPD-GDOT Inbox (epd.gdot@dnr.ga.gov)
Brian Moore, USACE Project Manager
Eric Somerville, EPA
Paul Tobler, CRD
Riley Egan, Arcadis U.S., Inc
Paul Tobler, CRD
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