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Sec. 401 Water Quality Certification 
AIWW Hell Gate/Florida Passage Project – US Army Corps of Engineers Civil Works Project 

 
This notice is issued to inform the public that a request has been received for water quality certification (WQC) in 
accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. The public is invited to comment during this 30-day period on 
the proposed activity. Information pertaining to the project is attached to this notice. Since the request is specific to 
401 WQC, only comments pertaining to water quality are considered under the certification review process. 
Comments may be submitted via e-mail to: EPD.WQC@dnr.ga.gov. Comments may also be provided in writing to: 
Program Manager, Wetlands Unit, 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. SE, Suite 1052 East, Atlanta, GA 30334. Include 
the words “Water Quality Certification Comment” and the Control Number above in the e-mail subject line or on 
the top of the first page of written comments to ensure that your comments will be forwarded to the appropriate staff. 
For additional information, contact Dewey Richardson at dewey.richardson@dnr.ga.gov.  
 
Type of Permit Application: 401 Water Quality Certification 
  
Applicable Law: Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1341 
  
Applicable Rules: 40 CFR part 121 
 
Description and Location of Proposed Activity:  
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District (USACE), is seeking a Section 401 Water Quality Certification 
to conduct maintenance dredging of shoaled areas within the Hell Gate and Florida Passage reaches of the Atlantic 
Intracoastal Waterway (AIWW), spanning river miles 601.65 to 602.65 and 606.15 to 608.75, respectively, and 
beneficially use the maintenance dredged material near the Ogeechee Bar and Green Island using a hydraulic 
cutterhead dredge. USACE would place approximately 150,000 to 250,000 cubic yards of dredged material from 
the Hell Gate and Florida Passage reaches into any of the three proposed locations for beneficial use. There are two 
locations for strategic placement near Ogeechee Bar and one location for shoreline stabilization on Green Island. 
USACE is establishing these placement sites for all future maintenance of these reaches in the AIWW. 
 
Name and Address of Permit Applicant: Ms. Suzanne Hill, Environmental Section Chief 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Savannah District 
Planning Branch 
100 West Oglethorpe Ave. 
Savannah, GA 31401 
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100 W. OGLETHORPE AVENUE 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31401-3604 

September 1, 2026 
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Dewey Richardson 
Acting Manager, Wetlands Unit 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
Environmental Protection Division 
Watershed Protection Branch 
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. SE  
Suite 1456, East Tower 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

Dear Mr. Richardson: 

    The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District (USACE), hereby requests a 
Clean Water Act 401 Water Quality Certification (CWA 401 WQC) from the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division (GADNR EDP) for 
the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway in Chatham County, Georgia. The USACE proposes 
to conduct maintenance dredging of shoaled areas within the Hell Gate and Florida 
Passage reaches of the AIWW, spanning river miles 601.65 to 602.65 and 606.15 to 
608.75, respectively, and beneficially use the maintenance dredged material near the 
Ogeechee Bar and Green Island using a hydraulic cutterhead dredge. The proposed 
locations near Ogeechee Bar and Green Island, were chosen with consideration toward 
environmental, cultural, and economic resources. 

   The proposed project includes the initial and subsequent beneficial use placement of 
dredged material near the Ogeechee Bar or Green Island in Ossabaw Sound, Georgia 
from the Hell Gate and Florida Passage reaches of the AIWW. Hydraulic cutterhead 
dredges have historically performed the dredging work on the AIWW and USACE would 
continue to use this method of dredging for the proposed action. This dredge type is 
most efficient for placing material in upland, saltmarsh, or riverine placement sites. 
There is no constraint on time of year to perform the work. 

    The USACE will comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) through 
the development of an appropriate NEPA document. The USACE will obtain compliance 
for all other applicable Federal and State laws prior to placement.   

    A prefiling meeting for the project was conducted on February 23, 2026. USACE 
hereby certifies that all information contained herein is true, accurate, and complete to 



the best of my knowledge and belief. The project proponent hereby requests that the 
certifying authority review and take action of this Clean Water Act 401 certification 
request within the applicable reasonable period of time. Please find enclosed the 
required information for a CWA 401 WQC application. For proposed actions to be 
undertaken by the USACE, the agency does not issue itself a permit but includes an 
evaluation designed to demonstrate compliance with the 404(b)(1) Guidelines; this 
determination and a Tier 1 analysis is attached. 

    If you have any questions, please contact Madison Monroe, Biologist, at 
emily.m.monroe@usace.army.mil or 912-710-1268. 

Respectfully, 

Suzanne Hill 
Chief, Environmental Section 

Enclosures 

mailto:emily.m.monroe@usace.army.mil


1. Description of the Proposed Action
USACE proposes to conduct operations and maintenance (O&M) dredging of shoaled
areas in the Hell Gate (31.8649, -81.0809) and Florida Passage (31.8194, -81.1647) in
the Chatham County, Georgia portion of the Atlantic Intracoastal Water Way (AIWW)
and beneficially use the dredged material for strategic placement and shoreline
stabilization (Enclosure 1). The last dredging event for Hell Gate was in 2019 and the
last dredging event for Florida Passage occurred in 2009. Hydraulic cutterhead dredges
have historically performed dredging and USACE would continue to use this method of
dredging. USACE would place approximately 150,000 to 250,000 cubic yards of
dredged material from the Hell Gate and Florida Passage reaches into any of the three
proposed locations for beneficial use. There are two locations for strategic placement
near Ogeechee Bar and one location for shoreline stabilization on Green Island.
USACE is establishing these placement sites for the all future maintenance of these
reaches in the AIWW.

Two of the proposed locations for beneficial use are located near Ogeechee Bar and 
are within the placement box as shown in Enclosure 2.  The placement box shows the 
extent of the BU placement activities for the initial placement and subsequent 
placements for the Ogeechee Bar placements. One design is for an oblong placement; 
the oblong design is located east of Ogeechee Bar and is a mixed placement location 
that is entirely subtidal. The modeling shows this placement area slowly moves toward 
Ogeechee Bar during typical wave action, in a storm event it moves as a slug of 
material toward Ogeechee Bar. The second design is a winnowing bar; the winnowing 
bar includes a sand berm located on the west/northwest side of the placement area. 
The winnowing bar design allows the sand berm to keep the finer material in place 
longer and the sand berm reduces the erosion of the existing Ogeechee Bar before it 
moves onshore of Ogeechee Bar. The modeling of this area shows that the material 
mostly stays in place during a 6-month run of typical wave cycles. In a storm event, this 
placement demonstrates movement of material on Ogeechee Bar.  Both placement 
locations will allow material to migrate towards Ogeechee Bar by placing dredged 
material in the nearshore zone of the existing bar.  

The other placement location is along the beach and nearshore zone of Green Island 
(Enclosure 3). The yellow placement box as shown in Enclosure 2 shows the whole 
area of Green Island that is proposed for beneficial use activities; however, the red 
placement boxes demonstrate areas of high priority for placement to protect cultural 
resources.  The placement box shows the extent of the BU placement activities for the 
initial placement and subsequent placements for the Green Island placements. 
Nearshore and beach nourishment can have the effect of stabilizing areas that are 
susceptible to erosion. The purpose of the beneficial placement is to renourish areas 
that have lost sediment from coastal storm events, tidal extremes, wave energy, and 
sea level rise and stabilize the banks from erosional forces. Renourishing these areas 
with sandy material can stabilize eroding or breached embankments and natural 



riverbanks. The placement on Green Island will be unconfined, and it is anticipated that 
the sediment would migrate due to natural processes. 

Table 1. Proposed Beneficial Use Placement Action Locations. 
Name Placement 

Location 
(lat/long) 

Dimensions/
Size (area) 

Reach 
Source 
 

Reach Source 
 (lat/long) 

Approximate Distance 
of Reach Source to 
Placement Area 

Oblong 
Placement 

31.8378,  
-81.0405 

 138.5 acres Hell Gate 
and 
Florida 
Passage 

Hell Gate: 
31.8655,  
-810811 
Florida Passage: 
31.8195, 
-81.1657 

Hell Gate: 3 miles 
Florida Passage: 7.8 
miles 

Winnowing 
Bar 

31.8407,  
-81.0488 

53.7 acres Hell Gate 
and 
Florida 
Passage 

Hell Gate: 
31.8655,  
-810811 
Florida Passage: 
31.8195, 
-81.1657 

Hell Gate: 2.3 miles 
Florida Passage: 7.5 
miles 

Green 
Island 

31.8904, -
81.0818 

23.9 acres Hell Gate 
and 
Florida 
Passage 

Hell Gate: 
31.8655,  
-810811 
Florida Passage: 
31.8195, 
-81.1657 

Hell Gate: 1.2 miles 
Florida Passage: 7.7 
miles 

 
 
2. Specific Location of Any Discharge(s) 
The proposed beneficial use activities uses dredged material from Hell Gate and Florida 
passage for two locations for strategic placement of sediment offshore of Ogeechee Bar 
and one location for shoreline nourishment near Green Island (Enclosure 1).  USACE 
will determine which placement location is appropriate based on-site conditions and 
shoaled material composition at the time of placement.  

Both placement locations will allow material to migrate towards Ogeechee bar. 
Permanent fixtures or stabilization measures will NOT be constructed at the placement 
location. It is anticipated that the sediment will naturally migrate over time and 
redistribute back into the starved sediment system. 
 
The dredged material from the Hell Gate and Florida Passage Reaches are considered 
sufficient for strategic placement and has undergone chemical and physical testing (will 
provide in a separate email due to size).  
 
3. Map or Diagram of the Proposed Activity Site 



• Enclosure (1): General location map of the proposed dredging location and
placement areas

• Enclosure (2): Location map with placement areas- Ogeechee Bar
• Enclosure (3): Location map with placement areas- Green Island

4. Description of Current Site Conditions
The shoreline of Ogeechee Bar and Green Island have experienced significant
erosional loss. The erosional loss threatens important shorebird foraging and nesting
habitat along Ogeechee Bar and cultural resources on Green Island. USACE, through
coordination with other agencies and stakeholders, has identified the Ogeechee Bar
area as a beneficial use opportunity in the AIWW.

The potential Beneficial Use of Dredged Material (BUDM) placement options include 
two locations for strategic placement of sediment to protect Ogeechee Bar and one 
location for shoreline stabilization to protect cultural resources on Green Island from 
tidal wave action and provide a long-term source of sediment to the system. The Hell 
Gate Reach and the Florida Passage Reach of the AIWW, from river miles 601.65 to 
602.65 and 606.15 to 608.75, respectively, will be the source of sediment for this action. 

USACE has completed a Tier 1 analysis for the project and has determined the material 
suitable for strategic placement.  

5. Proposed Construction Dates
• Start of Initial Construction: October 2027
• Completion Date of Initial Construction: July 2028
• Approximate Date of Discharge: Discharge of fill material into the riverine system

would approximately begin in fiscal year 2028, as soon as dredging activities
commence, depending on issuance of required permits and dredge timelines.

• Placement cycles are anticipated every 1.5 to two years, depending on shoaling
rates and funding availability. One location would be used per dredging cycle and
the initial and subsequent placements would fall within the green box outlined in
Figure 2 or yellow box in Figure 3. USACE is establishing these sites for all future
maintenance of these reaches in the AIWW. Prior to the dredging event, USACE
will determine which placement location is appropriate based on site conditions,
shoaled material composition, and volume of shoaled material.  USACE would
utilize one placement location per dredge cycle, unless material composition is
not what is expected and then USACE would shift to the oblong placement
location.

6. Other Agency Authorizations Required
The USACE will comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) through the
completion of an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS), as appropriate, for the proposed action. The public comment period for the
document is anticipated to be 30 days in March/April 2027. USACE will coordinate
Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) compliance with Georgia Department of Natural
Resources – Coastal Resources Division. USACE will coordinate with National Marine



Fisheries Service (NMFS) Protected Resources Division (PRD) and United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for Endangered Species Act-listed species within the 
project area. Finally, the USACE will coordinate with NMFS Habitat Conservation 
Division (HCD) for essential fish habitat under the Magnuson-Stevens Act in the project 
area. USACE will coordinate with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Action (NHPA). 

7. Pre-Filing Meeting Request Documentation
A prefiling meeting for the project was conducted on February 23, 2026.

The project proponent hereby certifies that all information contained herein is true, 
accurate, and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

The project proponent hereby requests that the certifying authority review and take 
action of this Clean Water Act 401 certification request within the applicable reasonable 
period of time. 

Enclosure (1): General location map of the dredging location and placement areas 
Enclosure (2): Location map with placement areas- Ogeechee Bar 
Enclosure (3): Location map with placement areas- Green Island 
Enclosure (4): AIWW Intracoastal Waterway Federal Navigation Channel Hell Gate and 
Florida Passage Tier I Evaluation 
Enclosure (5): Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway Sediment Sampling & Analysis 2021 
Report 



Figure 1. The AIWW is identified in blue and the proposed dredging reaches are 
identified in pink, Hell Gate Reach, and Green, Florida Passage Reach. The proposed 
placement sites are shown in as red, orange, and yellow polygons. 



Figure 2. AIWW proposed placement locations near Ogeechee Bar (red and orange 
polygons). The reaches and placement locations are expected to be recurring and 
placed within the green box. 



Figure 3. AIWW proposed placement locations on Green Island (red and yellow 
polygons). The reaches and placement locations are expected to be recurring and 
placed within the yellow box. Priority placement locations for Green Island are indicated 
by the red boxes. 
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