
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

WATERSHED PROTECTION BRANCH 
 
 

August 12, 2026 Lamar County 
Notice Issue Date City / County 

 
September 12, 2026 SAS-2026-00079 
Notice Close Date Control Number 

 
 

Sec. 401 Water Quality Certification 
Legacy Trade Center- US Army Corps of Engineers Sec. 404 Permit Application 

 
This notice is issued to inform the public that a request has been received for water quality certification (WQC) in 
accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. The public is invited to comment during this 30-day period on 
the proposed activity. Information pertaining to the project is attached to this notice. Since the request is specific to 
401 WQC, only comments pertaining to water quality are considered under the certification review process. 
Comments may be submitted via e-mail to: EPD.WQC@dnr.ga.gov. Comments may also be provided in writing to: 
Program Manager, Wetlands Unit, 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. SE, Suite 1052 East, Atlanta, GA 30334. Include 
the words “Water Quality Certification Comment” and the Control Number above in the e-mail subject line or on 
the top of the first page of written comments to ensure that your comments will be forwarded to the appropriate staff. 
For additional information, contact DJ Fontenot at donald.fontenot@dnr.ga.gov.  
 
Type of Permit Application: 401 Water Quality Certification 
  
Applicable Law: Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1341 
  
Applicable Rules: 40 CFR part 121 
 
Description and Location of Proposed Activity:  
 
Amazon Data Services, Inc. is seeking a Section 401 Water Quality Certification for the construction of a data 
center complex. The 990-acre site is located south of Barnesville-Jackson Road, west of Interstate-75, north of High 
Falls Road, and Possum Trot Road in Barnesville, Lamar County, Georgia (Lat: 33.1724, Long: -84.0536). As 
proposed in the August 4, 2026 USACE Public Notice, the project would construct a new data center facility 
including nine data center warehouses, roadway, a substation, a water cooling and storage area, six stormwater 
management ponds, and associated infrastructure. 
 
The project, as currently proposed, requires a USACE Section 404 permit and entails permanent impacts to 238 
linear feet (0.094-acre) of perennial stream and 0.64-acre of forested wetland. The proposed site plan would also 
cause temporary impacts to 106 linear feet (0.02-acre) of perennial stream, 37 linear feet (0.002-acre) of 
intermittent stream, and 0.07-acre of forested wetland. To offset unavoidable impacts to wetlands, the applicant 
has proposed to purchase 3.84 legacy wetland credits (or 0.48 Riverine/Lacustrine Fringe (2018) wetland credits) 
and 2,856 legacy stream credits (or 238 Perennial Stream (less than 3 square miles) (2018) stream credits). 
 
 
Name and Address of Permit Applicant: Robb Truedinger 

Amazon Data Services, Inc. 
1812 Boren Ave 
Seattle, Washington 98101 



 

July 15, 2026 

Mr. Donald Fontenot 

Georgia Department of Natural Resources  

Environmental Protection Division, Watershed Protection Branch  

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive  

Suite 1052 East  

Atlanta, Georgia 30334  

Subject:  Request for Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification  

Legacy Trade Center, DA Number: SAS-2026-00079 

Lamar County, Georgia  

Dear Mr. Fontenot: 

On behalf of the applicant, Amazon Data Services, Inc., WSP USA, Inc. appreciates the 

opportunity to present this request for Section 401 Water Quality Certification for the Legacy 

Trade Center project in Lamar County, Georgia (DA File Number: SAS-2026-00079). In 

accordance with 40 CFR 121.5, this request provides the following information for the seven 

items listed as minimum contents of a request for certification: 

1. Description of the proposed activity, including the purpose of the proposed 

activity and the type(s) of discharge(s) that may result from the proposed activity.  

As part of the Legacy Trade Center, a proposed data center, Amazon Data Services 

would construct a roadway drainage structure (i.e., a four-barrel box culvert) across an 

unnamed perennial tributary to High Falls Lake. The purpose of the proposed crossing 

is to provide roadway and utility access to the central portion of the project site and 

facilitate site development. The project is needed to provide data storage, processing, 

and distribution services to meet increasing demand for cloud computing and associated 

digital infrastructure. Site planning and alternatives analysis have minimized impacts to 

aquatic resources to the greatest extent practicable by avoiding impacts to Buck Creek 

and its floodplain, consolidating impacts to a single stream crossing, refining the site 

layout to minimize impacts to aquatic resources, and implementing appropriate erosion 

and sediment control best management practices.  

The proposed activity would result in the discharge of fill material into an unnamed 

perennial tributary to High Falls Lake (Stream S19), and an adjacent wetland (Wetland 

W05), associated with the installation of the culvert and roadway crossing. Utilities 

would be installed between the culvert and the roadway. Fill material would include: 

four (4) 6 foot (ft) x 6 ft reinforced concrete boxes that extend approximately 216 linear 

feet (LF); buried utility infrastructure; rock and soil backfill; and roadbed, curb, and 

gutter materials. The activity would result in permanent impacts that include 238 LF 

(0.094 acre [4,088 ft2]) of channel loss in Stream S19, and 0.644 acre (28,034 ft2) of fill 

in Wetland W05. Temporary impacts for constructing a stream diversion channel would 

include disturbance to approximately 106 LF of Stream S19 and 37 LF of an unnamed 

intermittent tributary (Stream S32), totaling up to 0.023 acre (1,001 ft2), and additional 

disturbance to Wetland W05, totaling up to 0.073 acre (3,160 ft2).   

2. Specific location of any discharge(s) that may result from the proposed activity. 

The project site is located on the west side of Interstate 75 between exits 198 and 201. It 

is accessed on its southern boundary via High Falls Park Road. The site is within the Buck 

Creek subwatershed of the Upper Ocmulgee subbasin (HUC 03070103) and Altamaha 

River basin. The proposed discharge (i.e., culvert and roadway crossing) would be located 

within Stream S19, an unnamed perennial tributary to High Falls Lake, approximately 

2,500 ft upstream of High Falls Lake. The proposed discharge would be centered around 

coordinates 33.1739140°, -84.0519750°. 



 

3. Map or diagram of the proposed activity site, including the proposed activity 

boundaries in relation to local streets, roads, and highways. 

Maps and diagrams depicting the project limits of disturbance and construction plans for 

the proposed activity are provided in Attachment B of the Section 404 Individual Permit 

Application. 

4. Description of current activity site conditions, including but not limited to 

relevant site data, photographs that represent current site conditions, or other 

relevant documentation. 

The project site consists of approximately 990 acres of undeveloped land. The proposed 

data center would encompass approximately 450 acres on the southern half of the site, 

south of Buck Creek. The site was clearcut by the previous owner in 2022 and 2023. 

Clearcut areas are dominated by early successional vegetation, including regenerating 

pines and hardwoods. Mature trees are restricted to hardwood forest buffers along stream 

corridors.  

A delineation of the site was conducted in November 2024, identifying 37 unique stream 

segments, totaling approximately 32,448 LF and including four perennial streams 

(13,683 LF), nine intermittent streams (10,535 LF), 20 ephemeral channels (6,952 LF), 

and 4 erosional features (1,278 LF). Approximately 92.9 acres of wetlands were 

delineated within the site, ranging in size from <0.01 acre to 65.8 acres. The delineated 

features were identified as palustrine emergent wetlands (3.4 acres) and palustrine 

forested wetlands (89.5 acres). Existing site conditions are described in greater detail in 

Attachment A of the Section 404 Individual Permit Application. 

The two streams subject to impacts from the proposed activity, Streams S19 and 

Stream S32, bisect the site as they flow from west to east. Stream S19 flows across the 

site for approximately 3,799 ft. Its perennial flow regime was determined based on a NC 

DWQ Stream ID form score of 35.5. Aquatic biota observed in Stream S19 were limited 

to macrobenthos and small numbers of fish. Stream S19 ranges from approximately 5 ft 

to 15 ft wide at its ordinary high-water mark. It contains substrates of boulder, cobble, 

gravel, sand, and silt. Stream S32 is an unnamed intermittent stream that flows into 

Stream S19 approximately 30 ft upstream of the proposed culvert inlet. It flows across 

the site for 1,975 ft and its upstream ephemeral reach traverses the site for 576 ft. The 

intermittent flow regime of stream S32 was based on a NC DWQ Stream ID form score 

of 24.5. Like stream S19, aquatic biota observed in S32 were limited to macrobenthos 

and small numbers of fish. It ranges from approximately 3 ft to 5 ft wide at its OHWM. 

W05 is a palustrine forested wetland along the fringe of Stream S19. This wetland abuts 

the stream for most of its length on the site. Dominant vegetation within W05 consists 

of red maple, sweetgum, American hornbeam, American elm, black oak, and Japanese 

stiltgrass. Photographs of Streams S19 and S32 and Wetland W05 are provided in 

Attachment D of the Section 404 Individual Permit Application. 

5. Date(s) on which the proposed activity is planned to begin and end and, if known, 

the approximate date(s) when any discharge(s) may commence. 

Construction of project activities subject to this request for Water Quality Certification 

will not commence until all applicable federal, state, and local authorizations have been 

obtained (see #6 below). Construction is anticipated to occur in phases over multiple 

years, with Phase I including only work within uplands, which is anticipated to begin in 

late 2026, or early 2027. Installation of the culvert and roadway crossing is anticipated 

to occur at the start of Phase 2 after all required authorizations are received. Final 

construction scheduling will be dependent upon permit issuance, utility coordination, 

and project development requirements. 



 

6. A list of all other Federal, interstate, Tribal, territorial, or local agency 

authorizations required for the proposed activity and the current status of each 

authorization. 

Section 404 – An Individual Permit application was submitted to the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers, Savannah District, on June 5, 2026 (DA File Number: SAS-2026-00079). 

The application is currently under review. 

Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Act and NPDES Permit – A land disturbance permit 

authorization from Lamar County is required prior to commencement of land-disturbing 

activities. Copies of the Erosion, Sedimentation, and Pollution Control (ES&PC) Plan 

have been submitted to Lamar County and the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation 

Commission (GSWCC), with an initial draft provided on April 28, 2026, and final 

submission on July 8, 2026. A Notice of Intent for coverage under the 2023 reissued 

NPDES General Permits was submitted to the Georgia Environmental Protection 

Division (EPD) on June 9, 2026, for authorization of stormwater discharges from 

construction activities. Also, a request to disturb 50 acres or more under the NPDES 

construction stormwater permit was submitted to the EPD. 

Stream Buffer Variance – Because the proposed roadway drainage structure crosses a 

state waters buffer and would contain buried utilities, a stream buffer variance is 

required. A buffer variance application will be submitted to the EPD Erosion and 

Sedimentation Unit for a 25-foot vegetative buffer encroachment on designated warm 

waters of the state.  

7. Documentation that a pre-filing meeting request was submitted to the certifying 

authority. 

A pre-filing meeting request was submitted to the EPD Watershed Protection Branch on 

June 10, 2026, and a meeting was held on June 23, 2026. 

As part of this request, WSP previously shared the attachments to the Section 404 Individual 

Permit Application with you and Dewey Richardson via FTP link on June 11, 2026. The 

shared documents provide all readily available water-quality-related materials that informed 

the development of the application. Specifically, Attachment A (Environmental Report) 

provides supporting information about the proposed activity and its potential effects. 

Attachment B provides maps and diagrams of the proposed site, showing the specific location 

of any discharge that may result from the proposed activity.  Additional attachments include 

Attachment C, Mitigation SOP Tables & Statement of Credit Availability; and Attachment 

D, Wetland Delineation Report, including T&E Species Review. 

Based on the enclosed information, Amazon Data Services respectfully requests issuance of 

Section 401 Water Quality Certification for the proposed activity. Thank you for your 

consideration and please contact me if you have any questions or need additional information. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Phil Baigas 

WSP USA, Inc., Senior Environmental Scientist 
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