ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION
PUBLIC NOTICE
WATERSHED PROTECTION BRANCH

July 9, 2026 Floyd County
Notice Issue Date City / County
August 8, 2026 FERC-2725
Notice Close Date Control Number

Sec. 401 Water Quality Certification
Rocky Mountain Pumped Storage Hydroelectric Project— FERC License Application

This notice is issued to inform the public that a request has been received for water quality certification (WQC) in
accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. The public is invited to comment during this 30-day period on
the proposed activity. Information pertaining to the project is attached to this notice. Since the request is specific to
401 WQC, only comments pertaining to water quality are considered under the certification review process.
Comments may be submitted via e-mail to: EPD.WQC@dnr.ga.gov. Comments may also be provided in writing to:
Program Manager, Wetlands Unit, 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. SE, Suite 1052 East, Atlanta, GA 30334. Include
the words “Water Quality Certification Comment” and the Control Number above in the e-mail subject line or on
the top of the first page of written comments to ensure that your comments will be forwarded to the appropriate staff.
For additional information, contact Dewey Richardson at dewey.richardson@dnr.ga.gov.

Type of Permit Application: 401 Water Quality Certification
Applicable Law: Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1341
Applicable Rules: 40 CFR part 121

Description and Location of Proposed Activity:

Oglethorpe Power Corporation (OPC) is seeking a Section 401 Water Quality Certification for the relicensing of
the 904-megawatt pumped storage hydroelectric facility (Project) located in Floyd County, Georgia, approximately
10 miles northwest of the city of Rome. The Project consists of a 221-acre Upper Reservoir, a 600-acre Lower
Reservoir, two Auxiliary Pools adjacent to the Lower Reservoir totaling about 600 acres, a three-unit powerhouse,
three 230-kilovolt transmission lines in a single corridor approximately 2.7 miles long, a switching station
(substation), an access road, and appurtenant facilities. The Project is located on Heath Creek within the Armuchee
Creek tributary system of the Oostanaula River in the Coosa River basin. OPC proposes to continue operating the
Project as currently licensed, with no added capacity or major physical modifications, while maintaining existing
environmental protection measures, including the required 1.2 cfs minimum flow release to Heath Creek and
compliance with applicable surface water withdrawal and NPDES permit requirements.

Name and Address of License Applicant: ~ Mr. Craig A. Jones, Ph.D.
Vice President, Public Policy
Oglethorpe Power Corporation
2100 East Exchange Place
Tucker, GA 30084
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July 7, 2026

Dewey Richardson

Georgia Environmental Protection Division
Watershed Protection Branch

401 Water Quality Certification Program

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE

Atlanta, GA 30334

Re:  Request for Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification for the Rocky
Mountain Pumped Storage Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2725)

Dear Mr. Richardson:

Oglethorpe Power Corporation (An Electric Membership Corporation) (OPC) hereby requests
issuance of a Water Quality Certification from the Georgia Environmental Protection Division
(EPD) for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) relicensing application for the
Rocky Mountain Pumped Storage Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 2725 (Rocky Mountain Project
or Project), pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1341). OPC requested a
Pre-filing Meeting with EPD on May 20, 2026; the meeting was held on May 27, 2026. This request
for Water Quality Certification has been prepared in accordance with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s current requirements under 40 CFR §121.5.

OPC’s Rocky Mountain Project is a 904-megawatt pumped storage hydroelectric facility in Floyd
County, Georgia. OPC filed a Final License Application with FERC on December 6, 2024, and a
supporting modification on June 3, 2026. OPC proposes to continue operating the Project as
currently licensed, with no added capacity or major physical modifications, while maintaining
existing environmental protection measures, including the required 1.2 cfs minimum flow release
to Heath Creek and compliance with applicable surface water withdrawal and NPDES permit
requirements. The extensive relicensing record, including Exhibit E, supporting water-quality
materials, and consultation with state and federal agencies, indicates that continued operation of
the Project as proposed is not expected to adversely affect water quality or designated uses.

§121.5(a)(1)(i) — License Application

OPC filed its Final License Application (FLA) for relicensing of the Rocky Mountain Project with
FERC on December 6, 2024. The FLA contains an Initial Statement and eight exhibits describing
various aspects of the Project (Exhibits A—H). Exhibit E describes the environmental setting and
analyzes by resource area, including water quality, the continuing and incremental effects of
OPC'’s proposal for continued operation of the Project. A copy of the FLA is included on FERC'’s
website at www.ferc.gov under docket P-2725, and on OPC’s Rocky Mountain Relicensing
website at https://opc.com/rockymountainrelicensing/.
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On June 3, 2026, OPC filed a modification to the FLA to remove a post-license, water quality-
related study that had been proposed in Exhibit E. The modification was based on further analysis
of water quality data and additional consultation with EPD, the Georgia Department of Natural
Resources (GDNR) Wildlife Resources Division, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).
The agencies supported the modification. A copy of OPC’s modification to the FLA is included on
FERC’s website at www.ferc.gov under docket P-2725.

§121.5(a)(1)(ii) — Water Quality-related Materials

The water quality-related materials that informed OPC’s development of the FLA, and its
modification of the FLA, are included on FERC’s website at www.ferc.gov under docket P-2725,
and on OPC’s Rocky Mountain Relicensing website at https://opc.com/rockymountainrelicensing/.
These materials include the relicensing documents listed below. Exhibit E of the FLA provides a
complete summary and analysis of the water quality data compiled for the license application.

¢ Modification to FLA — June 3, 2026
e FLA Exhibit E — December 6, 2024

o Section 3.2.2 — Water Resources

o Appendix A — Consultation Record
o Appendix B — OPC Responses to Comments on the DLA
o Appendix C — Water Quality Assessment Study Report Addendum
o Joint Meeting Slide Presentation — April 11, 2024
e Draft License Application (DLA) Exhibit E — November 17, 2023
o Section 3.2.2 — Water Resources
o Appendix A — Consultation Record
o Appendix B — Water Quality Assessment Study Report
e Final Study Plans — August 2022
o Water Quality Assessment
¢ Joint Meeting Slide Presentation — March 16, 2022
e Pre-Application Document — December 10, 2021

o Section 4.3 — Water Resources

§121.5(b)(1) — Description of Proposed Activity

The Rocky Mountain Project is a 904-megawatt pumped storage hydroelectric facility located in
Floyd County, Georgia, approximately 10 miles northwest of the city of Rome. The Project
consists of a 221-acre Upper Reservoir, a 600-acre Lower Reservoir, two Auxiliary Pools adjacent
to the Lower Reservoir totaling about 600 acres, a three-unit powerhouse, three 230-kilovolt
transmission lines in a single corridor approximately 2.7 miles long, a switching station
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(substation), an access road, and appurtenant facilities. The Project is located on Heath Creek
within the Armuchee Creek tributary system of the Oostanaula River in the Coosa River basin.
The original FERC license for the Project was issued on January 21, 1977, and expires December
31, 2026.

OPC proposes to continue operating the Rocky Mountain Project as it is currently operated and
is not proposing to add capacity or make any major modifications to the Project. In addition, OPC
proposes measures to protect, mitigate potential impacts to, or enhance environmental resources
at the Project. As a pumped storage project, all power produced by the Project results from
generation using water in the Upper Reservoir that is gravity-fed through the reversible pump-
turbines during periods of peak electricity demand. The pumping of water from the Lower
Reservoir to the Upper Reservoir uses off-peak power from the grid. Water is withdrawn from
Heath Creek under a non-consumptive use surface water withdrawal permit (Permit No. 057-
1402-03), but creek flows are not used directly for generation. Discharges of surface water from
the Project occur at the Main Dam of the Lower Reservoir on Heath Creek. In accordance with
the existing FERC license and the special conditions of the surface water withdrawal permit, the
Project releases a minimum flow of 1.2 cubic feet per second (cfs) into Heath Creek downstream
of the Main Dam.

Under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit (Permit No. GA0037761), the
Project is authorized to discharge non-contact bearing oil cooling water from the three generating
units; non-contact heating, ventilating, and air conditioning cooling water; and station sump and
compressor cooling water to Heath Creek, subject to effluent limitations and monitoring
requirements.

§121.5(b)(2) — Specific Location of Any Discharge(s)

Surface water discharges from the Project occur at the Main Dam of the Lower Reservoir into
Heath Creek and are measured at OPC’s minimum flow release valve at the Main Dam and at
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Gage No. 02388320 (Heath Creek near Armuchee, GA)
located about 0.3 mile downstream of the Main Dam.

§121.5(b)(3) — Map of Proposed Activity Site

Attachment A provides a map of the Rocky Mountain Project and FERC Project boundary in
relation to local roads, topography, and the USGS gage.

§121.5(b)(4) — Description of Current Activity Site Conditions

Relevant site conditions are summarized below from Exhibit E of the FLA. Section 3.2 of Exhibit
E describes the affected environment by resource area.

The Rocky Mountain Project is located in the Armuchee Ridges District of the Ridge and Valley
physiographic province, a region characterized by steep, sandstone-capped ridges and
shale- and limestone-based valleys that influence watershed hydrology and groundwater—surface




ﬂrﬁ OglethorpePowver

water interactions. The Lower Reservoir and Auxiliary Pools impound Heath Creek and its
tributaries. The drainage area upstream of the Main Dam is approximately 16 square miles. The
Upper Reservoir is located on the drainage divide between Heath Creek and Lavender Creek and
has no discharge outlet to either creek.

The pumped storage operation of the Project cycles 10,003 acre-feet of water between the Upper
and Lower reservoirs. Reservoir water levels fluctuate daily due to pumping and generation, with
the Lower Reservoir varying by approximately 20 feet and the Upper Reservoir by approximately
50 feet. Flow releases from the Main Dam and spillway discharge to Heath Creek, including the
continuous minimum flow of 1.2 cfs. The mean daily average flow measured at the USGS gage
downstream for the years 1996—2023 was 23.1 cfs.

EPD classifies the water use of the Auxiliary Pools as Recreation and that of the Lower Reservoir,
Upper Reservoir, and Heath Creek as Fishing. Water quality within the Project area has been
monitored since 1995. Historical and recent data indicate that overall water quality is good and
generally meets applicable criteria for Fishing and Recreation classifications, including dissolved
oxygen (DO), temperature, and bacteria. Auxiliary Pool Il (Heath Lake) is listed as not supporting
its Fishing use due to legacy polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in fish tissue; mercury is also
included in fish consumption guidelines. Project operations are not a source of these
contaminants. A 4.3-mile segment of Heath Creek downstream of the Main Dam is listed as
impaired for fecal coliform bacteria, with sources identified as wildlife, livestock, and leaking septic
systems, none of which are associated with Project operations.

Continuous DO monitoring in Heath Creek about 1,000 feet downstream of the Main Dam in 2022
documented occasional short-duration DO depressions below the 4.0 milligrams per liter
instantaneous criterion during summer low-flow periods. Follow-up monitoring in summer 2023
demonstrated that DO levels immediately below the Main Dam were higher than those
downstream and met applicable DO water quality standards 100 percent of the time. The lower
DO levels observed downstream were attributed to natural groundwater inflow from local karst
geology, supported by field observations of spring inputs and longitudinal DO profiles. Water
temperatures in Heath Creek downstream of the Main Dam remained below the 90 degrees
Fahrenheit criterion throughout all monitoring periods.

Aquatic resources in the Project vicinity reflect healthy warmwater stream conditions. Heath Creek
supports approximately 43 fish species, including minnows, sunfishes, suckers, and darters, with
no federally listed fish species present. Mussel surveys documented four native mussel species
downstream of the Main Dam, with no federally listed mussel species occurring within the Project
boundary. Heath Creek is not within the designated critical habitat of any federally listed aquatic
species.

GDNR stocks sportfish and intensively manages the Auxiliary Pools for quality public fishing.
These lakes support popular fisheries for Largemouth Bass, Bluegill, Redear Sunfish, Black
Crappie, Channel Catfish, and Walleye. The Upper and Lower reservoirs are not managed for
public fishing due to the large daily operational water level fluctuations.




ﬂrﬁ OglethorpePowver

GDNR manages and operates the Auxiliary Pools and all lands within the Project boundary
(except Project facilities, paved roads, and communication facilities) as the Rocky Mountain
Recreation and Public Fishing Area (PFA) through a resource management agreement with OPC.
The Rocky Mountain PFA offers fishing, hunting, boating, canoeing, hiking, picnicking, wildlife
viewing, biking, swimming, camping, and other recreational opportunities.
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§121.5(b)(5) — Dates on Which Proposed Activity Planned to Begin and End

FERC issued its notice of the license application being Ready for Environmental Analysis (REA)
on May 13, 2026. After completing its National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review and
documentation, FERC is expected to issue an order for a new license authorizing the continued
operation of the Project for a license term of at least 40 years.

§121.5(b)(6) — List of All Other Required Authorizations and Current Status

Table 1 lists all other relevant federal, state, and Tribal authorizations, as applicable, to the FERC
relicensing of the Rocky Mountain Project and the current status of each. Section 1.2 of Exhibit E
of the FLA describes these statutory and regulatory requirements in detail.

Table 1 — Other Required Authorizations and Current Status

Authorization/ Approval

Agency / Entity

Status

Endangered Species Act (ESA)
Section 7 Consultation

USFWS

Ongoing. To be completed
following FERC’s NEPA
review and documentation.
Studies indicate no listed
species affected; anticipated
“not likely to adversely affect”
determination; no separate
permit required.

National Historic Preservation
Act (NHPA) Section 106
Compliance

FERC (lead), Georgia
State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO), Advisory
Council on Historic
Preservation; consulting
Tribes

Ongoing. To be completed
through FERC-led
Programmatic Agreement
and implementation of
Historic Properties
Management Plan (HPMP);
no separate permit issued.

Coastal Zone Management Act
(CZMA) Federal Consistency

GDNR Coastal Resources
Division; Alabama
Department of
Environmental
Management

Not required. Both agencies
issued determinations of non-
applicability (Project outside
designated coastal zones).

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
(Section 7(a))

FERC (with National Park
Service coordination as

Not required. No designated
or study rivers within or

Act (EFH Consultation)

Administration, National
Marine Fisheries Service

applicable) affected by the Project.
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery National Oceanic and Not required. Project does
Conservation and Management | Atmospheric not affect Essential Fish

Habitat (EFH).
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§121.5(b)(7) — Documentation of Pre-filing Meeting Request

Attachment B provides documentation of OPC’s submission of a Pre-filing Meeting request with
EPD via email on May 20, 2026. The meeting was held on May 27, 2026.

Please contact me at 770-270-7348 or Craig.Jones@opc.com with any questions about this
request for certification or if you need additional information.

Best regards,

/

Craig A. Jones, Ph.D.
Vice President, Public Policy

Attachments: Attachment A — Project Boundary Map
Attachment B — Documentation of Pre-filing Meeting Request

cc: Oglethorpe Power Corporation — Rich Wallen
Oglethorpe Power Corporation — Ben Stanley
Georgia Power Company — Greg Brown
Georgia Power Company — Alan Peeples
Georgia Power Company — Courtenay O’'Mara
Rocky Mountain Leasing Corporation
U.S. Bank National Association
Kleinschmidt Associates — Steven Layman
Rock Creek Energy Group, LLP — Julia Wood
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