Response to Public Comments
Gwinnett County — Richland Creek Sanitary Landfill
Major Modification #2
Permit Number 067-032D (SL)

The Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) received comments regarding the lateral
and horizontal expansion of the Richland Creek Sanitary Landfill (Permit No. 067-032D) on May
29, 2026. A summary of the comments is provided below along with EPD’s responses.

1.

Comment: Concern that the public hearing notice did not effectively reach affected
community members despite being “legally published in the newspaper...”

EPD Response: The applicant and host local government followed the applicable public
participation requirements established under Georgia’s Solid Waste Management Act and
the Rules for Solid Waste Management. Notice of the hearing and availability of the permit
application materials were provided in accordance with all applicable statutory and
regulatory requirements.

Comment: Concern with existing landfill operations, including odors and vectors.

EPD Response: Existing permitted solid waste facilities are required to operate in
compliance with the conditions of their permits and applicable state rules, including
requirements related to nuisance conditions, odor control, vector control, and
environmental protection. Complaints regarding operational issues at the landfill should be
submitted to EPD’s Mountain District Office (Atlanta) for review and investigation, by
calling (404) 362-2671.

Comment: Request to deny the permit expansion.

EPD Response: The current permitting action concerns a proposed lateral expansion of the
existing landfill. EPD’s review of the application included evaluation of the proposed
design and operational plan, hydrogeologic conditions, and compliance with applicable
state laws, rules, and technical standards governing municipal solid waste landfills. Based
upon EPD’s review of the application materials and supporting documentation, the
applicant has satisfied the applicable permitting requirements for the proposed expansion.
Additionally, existing sections of the landfill affected by the expansion will be updated as
needed to comply with current standards, guidance, and Rules.
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