
(aaaa)  Industrial Cleaning Solvents. 
 
1.  No person shall cause, suffer, allow, or permit the use of organic solvents for cleaning 
operations such as mixing vessels (tanks), spray booths, parts drums or for other cleaning 
activities performed for the removal of material from substrate including actions such as wiping, 
flushing or spraying, unless the following requirements for control of emissions of the volatile 
organic compounds are satisfied: 
 
(i)  All containers used for organic solvent-related materials are kept closed at all times except 
when depositing or removing these materials; 
 
(ii)  All organic cleaning solvents and used solvent-related materials including shop towels shall 
be stored in closed containers; 
 
(iii)  Air circulation around cleaning-related operations and waste materials shall be minimized; 
 
(iv)  All used solvent materials and shop towels shall be disposed of in a manner that minimizes 
emissions (e.g., moving these items from one location to another in closed containers or pipes); 
and 
 
(v.)  Equipment shall be maintained in such a way that minimizes emissions (e.g., keeping parts 
cleaners covered, maintaining cleaning equipment to repair solvent leaks, etc.). 
 
2.  No person shall cause, suffer, allow, or permit volatile organic compound emissions from 
each cleaning process, spray gun cleaning, spray booth cleaning, large manufactured 
components cleaning, parts cleaning, equipment cleaning, line cleaning, floor cleaning, tank 
cleaning or small manufactured components cleaning to exceed 0.42 lbs of VOC per gallon (50 
g/liter) of cleaning material unless the cleaning operation is equipped with an emission control 
system with an overall control efficiency of at least 85 percent. Alternatively, a VOC composite 
vapor pressure limit of 8 millimeters of mercury (mmHg) at 20o Celsius may be used as a 
replacement limit for VOC content limit.  
 
3.  The requirements of this subparagraph shall not apply to any cleaning operations in 
categories subject to other more specific VOC requirements contained in other subparagraphs 
of this Rule.  The requirements of this subparagraph shall not apply to cleaners used for low 
temperature (below 40oF) applications, or the use of janitorial cleaners as relating to cleaning 
offices, bathrooms or other similar areas. 
 
4. For the purpose of this subparagraph, the following definition shall apply: 
 
(i) “Industrial cleaning solvents” means a variety of products that are used to remove 
contaminants such as adhesives, inks, paint, dirt, soil, oil, and grease from parts, products, 
tools, machinery, equipment, vessels, floors, walls, and other production related work areas for 
a variety of reasons including safety, operability, and to avoid product contamination. 

5.  Applicability:  On and after January 1, 2015, the requirements of this Subparagraph (aaaa) 
shall apply to facilities at which actual emissions of volatile organic compounds from the use of 
organic solvents for cleaning operations equal or exceed 15 pounds per day for facilities located 
in Barrow, Bartow, Carroll, Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, Coweta, DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, 
Forsyth, Fulton, Gwinnett, Hall, Henry, Newton, Paulding, Rockdale, Spalding, and Walton 
counties.  Any physical or operational changes that are necessary to comply with the provisions 



specified in this Subparagraph (aaaa) are subject to the compliance schedule specified in 
Subparagraph 7.  Prior to January 1, 2015, such facilities shall comply with the provisions of 
Subparagraph 391-3-1-.02(2)(tt), if applicable. 
 
6.  Applicability:  The requirements of this Subparagraph (aaaa) will no longer be applicable by 
the compliance deadlines if the counties specified in subparagraph 5. are re-designated to 
attainment for the 1997 National Ambient Air Quality Standard for ozone prior to January 1, 
2015.  In the event the 1997 National Ambient Air Quality Standard for ozone is violated in the 
specified counties, the requirements of this Subparagraph (aaaa) will only be reinstated if the 
Director determines that the measure is necessary to meet the requirements of the contingency 
plan. 
 
7.  Compliance Schedule: 
 
(i)  An application for a permit to construct and operate volatile organic compound emission 
control systems and/or modifications of process and/or coatings used must be submitted to the 
Division no later than July 1, 2014. 
 
(ii)  On-site construction of emission control systems and/or modification of process or coatings 
must be completed by November 1, 2014. 
 
(iii)  Full compliance with the applicable requirements specified this Subparagraph (aaaa) must 
be completed before January 1, 2015. 
 


