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September 1, 2026
MEMORANDUM

To: Jeffrey W. Cown, Director
Environmental Protection Division

From: Sarah Visser, Chief
Land Protection Branch

Subject: Comments Received During the Public Comment Period
Regarding Proposed Amendments to the Rules for Solid Waste Management,
Subject 391-3-4

On June 25, 2026, the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) issued a public notice
requesting comments on the proposed revisions to the Georgia Rules for Solid Waste
Management, Subject 391-3-4. The proposed changes included the following rules:

e Rule 391-3-4-.02, “Solid Waste Handling Permits,” is being amended to add
requirements for written verifications for zoning and consistency with solid waste
management plans.

e Rule 391-3-4-.03, “Public Participation,” is being amended to clarify the posting
requirement for notifications of public meetings and specifying information to be
provided in siting location meeting.

e Rule 391-3-4-.05, “Criteria for Siting,” is being amended to remove a specific
prohibition on certain landfills in response to a court decision.

e Rule 391-3-4-.16, “Composting and Anaerobic Digestion Facilities,” is being
amended to add requirements for written verifications for zoning and consistency with
solid waste management plans.

The public comment period started on June 25, 2026, and ended on July 31, 2026. A virtual
public hearing was held at 1:00 pm on July 23, 2026. One person spoke during the public
hearing. He stated that written comments would be submitted by the Georgia Chapter of the
Solid Waste Association of North America (GA SWANA) and provided an overview of those
comments. Two written comments were received during the public comment period. One was
from GA SWANA and the second was from the National Waste & Recycling Association
(NWRA). A summary of the comments and EPD’s responses are attached. No changes to the
proposed amendments are recommended based on the comments received.



Subject 391-3-4 Rules for Solid Waste Management

Responses to Comments Received on the Proposed Amendments to the Rules for Solid Waste
Management, Subject 391-3-4

Comment 1: GA SWANA and the NWRA both request in their comment letters for EPD to
delete the phrase “... and reaffirmed by the governmental authority prior to permit issuance”
from rule 391-3-4-.05(1)(a).

EPD Response: EPD focused only on proposing changes to the Solid Waste Management Rules
that would align them with revisions made to the Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Act,
0.C.G.A. 12-8-20 et seq., in House Bill 351 and made effective on January 1, 2026. The
requirement for reaffirmation is not included in the Act and, as a result, was not addressed in the
revisions to the Act. Reaffirmation of zoning has been a part of the Rules since 1991. Since the
current Rule amendments are focused only on revisions to the Act, EPD recommends not making
the requested change to the Rules at this time. EPD would like to take the opportunity to present
this potential change to solid waste stakeholders when future amendments to the Rules are
considered.

Comment 2: GA SWANA believes the proposed rule changes are not fully consistent with the
amendments to the Act since the requirement to obtain written verifications of consistency with
solid waste management plans from generating jurisdictions was not removed. GA SWANA
suggests that the proposed Rules be revised by striking the words “and generating jurisdictions”
from the phrase “verification shall consist of letters from the host jurisdiction and generating
jurisdictions verifying consistency with the approved local solid waste plans” in order to be
consistent with the revisions made to the Act.

EPD Response: The revisions to the Act struck the following language in three locations: “and
that the host jurisdiction and all jurisdictions generating solid waste destined for the applicants’
facility can demonstrate that they are part of an approved solid waste plan developed in
accordance with standards promulgated pursuant to this part and are actively involved in and
have a strategy for meeting the state-wide goal of waste reduction by July 1, 1996. This
language only appears in one place in the rules, in Rule 391-3-4-.02 “Solid Waste Handling
Permits,” in subparagraph (3)(c)5. EPD has proposed to strike this language from that section of
the draft rule.

However, the general requirement for written verification from generating jurisdictions
verifying consistency with the approved local solid waste plan is not included in the Act and,
as a result, was not addressed in the revisions to the Act. The requirement to submit verification
from generating jurisdictions has been a part of the Rules since 1991. Since the current Rule
amendments are focused only on revisions to the Act, this comment is outside the scope of the
current rule change. EPD recommends not making the requested change to the Rules at this
time. EPD would like to take the opportunity to present this potential change to solid waste
stakeholders when future amendments to the Rules are considered.



