RWD Grant Questions and Answers

Question

Response

Is there a maximum award per project?

Eligible applicants may apply for any amount up to the maximum available in that
cycle. A total of $2,000,000 is available for funding for the first grant cycle.

Is matching required for the grant?

There is no minimum match required, however, applications demonstrating a match
will receive more points in the ranking process.

Is there an average dollar amount for project submittals?

At this time, we are not setting any project cost limits or averages, and leaving the
proposals up to the applicants.

Could this grant help with some of the recycling fees for household hazardous waste
and electronics recycling we currently do on annual and semi-annual basis?

Any proposal for recycling and waste diversion will be considered.

Is this the first time a grant has been offered to support recycling, other than the
scrap tire program?

EPD had grants for recycling up until 2008. Since then, the only SWTF grant was the
local government scrap tire abatement reimbursement (STAR) program.

Would a company that helps a local government recycle used boxes be eligible for
the grant?

Nonprofit or private organizations are not eligible to apply for funding, however,
they may partner with eligible applicants on projects. Eligible applicants include
counties, municipalities, and public authorities, agencies, commissions, or
institutions.

Who should the Cover Sheet be addressed to?

There is a template to complete the Cover Sheet included in the Application.

Would a project already included in an entity's upcoming budget be eligible for the
grant?

As long as the entity and project meet all the eligibility criteria, they would be able to
submit an application. If an entity intends to use their own funds in addition to grant
funds, that information must be included in the match sections of the application.
Note that the EPD will not reimburse for any project expenses incurred or project
work performed prior to an executed agreement.

What local governments in the state have been recipients of this award, and what
are examples of their funded projects?

This is the first year the RWD Grant is being offered. EPD had other grants for
recycling up until 2008. We do not have a list of the recipients or projects for the
2008 and earlier recycling grants.

Would the purchase of a book de-binder be eligible for the RWD grant?

Any proposal for recycling and waste diversion will be considered.

Can grant funds be acquired in advance?

Advance funds are permissible.

What additional documentation is required to receive grant funds in advance?

Notify EPD staff at SWTF.grant@dnr.ga.gov before submitting your application if you
require advance funds. Please include a copy of the email to submit as supporting
material with the application. In the budget narrative of the application, explain why
you cannot follow the reimbursement model and why the funds are needed in
advance.
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Can a Keep Georgia Beautiful Foundation (KGBF) affiliate apply for the RWD Grant?

Nonprofit or private organizations are not eligible to apply for funding, however,
they may partner with eligible applicants on projects. A KGBF affiliate would not be
able to apply alone for KGBF. If a KGBF affiliate were to apply alongside or on behalf
of the local government that the affiliate represents, that would be acceptable,
assuming that the local government meets the minimum eligibility requirements.
The project and the grant funding would go to the local government.

Would purchasing scales to use at landfills be an eligible project for the RWD Grant?

Landfill projects are not eligible. The RWD Grant is for recycling, waste reduction,
and diversion projects only.

Is there a maximum or minimum amount for the grant projects?

We are not requiring a maximum or minimum at this time. Eligible applicants may
apply for any amount up to the maximum available in that cycle. A total of
$2,000,000 is available for funding for the first grant cycle.

Can cities submit more than one project?

Each applicant may submit one project per grant cycle.

Is there designated funding for each of the project types? For example, 50%
Infrastructure, 20% hubs, and so on?

We have not split the funding up at this time. Applicants can request any amount of
funding for any type of project.

Would compost projects around in-vessel systems be considered?

Yes, this would be eligible.

Would expanding capacity and centers for building material reuse in metro Atlanta
and the Savannah-Brunswick corridor to community development projects, such as
affordable housing solutions, be eligible?

It would have to be explained how this project would divert waste from the landfill
in the Project Narrative section of the application.

Will more money be awarded to fewer, bigger projects, or less money awarded to
more, smaller projects?

We are not limiting anything at this time. The $2,000,000 we have for this grant is
the total for everybody; how it’s divided will depend on the types of projects we
receive.

Are joint applications for two cities accepted?

Yes, eligible applicants may apply jointly.

Can multiple different aspects be included under the same project? For example,
could we request funding for multiple ways of facilitating composting under the
same project?

Yes, any project to divert the waste from the landfill would be considered.

If a project idea is geared for a private entity (Atlanta Beltline is a Private Entity),
would they have to create a Public Private Partnership (with the City of Atlanta or
Fulton County) in order to submit an application?

Yes, they may partner with eligible applicants on projects. Private organizations are
not eligible to apply for funding. The funds must go to an eligible applicant, which
includes counties, municipalities, and public authorities, agencies, commissions, or
institutions.

Can a community apply for a grant through two different government entities in that
community? For example, could a city government apply for one grant and the
county apply for a different grant?

Yes, everyone is encouraged to reply. Each local government can apply for one
project per grant cycle.
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Do local governments need to have a current solid waste management plan to be
eligible for the grant? Does the proposed project have to be consistent with the local
plan?

No, applicants do not have to have a solid waste management plan. However, bonus
points may be awarded if applicants can demonstrate how the project is consistent
with a solid waste management plan.

| am a KGBF affiliate. We are considered a nonprofit, but we support the education
of the citizens of our county. So, would we be ineligible for this grant?

The KGBF affiliates can facilitate the application process but must apply on behalf of
the given local government. Nonprofits are not eligible to apply for funding but may
partner with eligible applicants on projects.

Some KAB affiliates are quasi-governmental organizations, part of a city government
with a nonprofit component. Can they apply through their government side?

Yes, but the agreements would be between the local government and the EPD. The
affiliate would have to apply on behalf of the local government and the funds would
be awarded to the local government.

Can a city apply for a grant and team up with another entity on a different grant in
the same cycle?

That would be acceptable at this time.

Would vehicles for composting collections be an eligible project for the grant?

Yes, if that will increase your capacity for reducing waste.

Would the procurement of planning documents, consultants, or solid waste studies
be an eligible project for this grant, as the infrastructure or innovation category?

It would be eligible, but it may be hard to demonstrate metrics on how that will
directly relate to tons of waste diverted. Thus, it may not be the most competitive
project at this time.

Are vehicles, compactors, recycle containers, etc. eligible for the grant if used for
Recycled Material and/or trash collection?

Yes, but only for recyclable collections, not trash collection. Anything that will aid in
diverting recyclables, recovered materials, or waste from the landfill would be
eligible.

Would vehicle purchases be considered for the grant, such as compacting trucks?

Yes, it could be if that would increase your capacity to transport recycling to an MRF.

Could an equipment request for organics diversion be paired with a larger education
campaign request that goes beyond organics and into traditional recyclables?

Yes, this would be eligible.

Will the presentation slides be available online with the webinar recording?

Yes, the presentation and webinar recording are posted on the website.

We are planning to start a recycling program with the grant by purchasing trucks,
bins, etc. After the 2-year period, we need to have a sustainability plan/process in
place, correct?

Yes, that is correct. It will be part of the application to explain how you plan to
sustain the project and pay for it after the grant money is expended.

Will we have a listing of the points you can obtain?

Yes, the points can be found on page 4 and 5 of the Grant Program Guidelines.
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We have an old unlined landfill in the county adjacent to our Recycling Convenience
Center. We are interested in building a CHARM and possibly some other Solid Waste
handling facility that may or may not involve recycling on that property. Before we
can even consider these projects, we need a study done on the land to see if it can
be used for this purpose due to the landfill. Would the study itself qualify as a
project?

The study could qualify, but it may not be as competitive as submitting a project to
build and operate that facility.

Will the final services provided need to be provided directly to the local government
or can we partner to reach waste diversion goals, like with recycling centers or
CHARM?

The local government may partner with nonprofits and private organizations, but the
funds must be awarded to the local government.

Regarding the $2,000,000 available for funding for the first grant cycle, is this the
total amount for the grant recipient or would this total amount be divided into
several recipients?

That’s going to depend on the type of projects that we get. The $2,000,000 we have
for this grant is the total for everybody; how it’s divided will depend on the types of
projects we receive. We want to see the most ways that we can start recovering and
diverting from the landfill as quickly as possible, and we’re looking for high quality
projects that will move the needle.

For an equipment purchase like a vehicle, what does the project end look like?

A one-time purchase will not require a quarterly report or end date. Projects are not
required to go to 24 months and each project will have a different timeline.

Would a one-time event, such as a hazardous household waste collection, be eligible
for this grant?

Yes, this would be eligible.

Are the points in the main of evaluation criteria all or nothing? For the 25 points, can
the score only be 25 or 0, or is there a scale that would score a 17?

The points system is a scale. It is possible to score a 17 out of 25.

If we offer garbage and recycling pick up, would the purchase of another truck be
considered for this grant?

If it’s for recycling pick up it would, but it would have to be solely for recycling.

How do | get the application form?

The application form is available on the website, along with all other documents and

information.
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