
FY27 RWD and Tire 
Grants Informational 
Webinar

Welcome to the meeting!

Å All participants on mute-only mode

Å Please keep your video off 

Å Instructions on how to ask questions or make comments 

will be provided once the meeting begins

Recovered Materials and Abatement Program

Solid Waste Trust Fund Grant Program
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Remembering

Diavion Prince



Housekeeping

We will pause 
throughout the 
presentation to 
allow time for 

questions. 

If you have joined 
online, use the chat 
at the bottom of the 

screen to ask 
questions or 
comments. 

Please list your 
name and affiliation 

in the chat to be 
added for the 

queue.

Questions in chat 
will be read in the 
order received.



Resources and guidance documents are available online:

RWD: https://epd.georgia.gov/about-us/land-protection-branch/recovered-materials-and-
abatement/recovered-materials/recycling-and

Tire: https://epd.georgia.gov/about-us/land-protection-branch/recovered-materials-and-
abatement/recovered-materials/tire-products

Submit Questions to: SWTF.Grant@dnr.ga.gov

SWTF Grant Program Administration Portal resources available online: 
https://epd.georgia.gov/about-us/land-protection-branch/recovered-materials-and-
abatement/recovered-materials/swtf-grant
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Agenda
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Background

Project Examples

Eligibility

Funding

Timeline

Application

Evaluation and Scoring

Question and Answer Session



Updates

Å Sample applications available for review on the website

Å Application completeness checklist

Å New look for the Grant Guidance documents

Å Updated the Tire Grant Application questions



Virtual  Workshops

New this year: Join our workshops on September 14, 2026, 1 PM-3PM and 
September 28, 2026, 1 PM-3PM. 

Å Links to register for these workshops are provided in the chat

Å Join to ask questions or receive help with applications

Å Assistance will be provided on a first-come, first-serve basis and will be open 
to all

Å Please note that participation in workshops does not guarantee a grant award



Background

The Solid Waste Trust Fund (SWTF) is funded by the Tire Management Fee 
through the sale of new tires in Georgia.

In November 2020, Georgia voters approved a constitutional amendment 
authorizing the Georgia Legislature to dedicate fee revenue directly to the 
purpose for which the fees were imposed. 

This newly dedicated funding allowed EPD to create and administer grants from 
the SWTF. 

The Recycling and Waste Diversion and Tire Products Grants were created as 
part of the SWTF Grant Program. 



SWTF Grants

Recycling and Waste 
Diversion (RWD) Grant

ÅReduce solid waste

ÅRecover valuable 
materials 

ÅSupport 
manufacturing 

ÅEncourage 
innovation

Tire Products (Tire) 
Grant

ÅUse Tire-Derived 
Products (TDP)

ÅSupport innovation 
and market 
development for 
scrap tires

Scrap Tire Abatement 
Reimbursement (STAR) 

Grant

Å Clean up scrap tires 
through collection 
(amnesty) events, 
rights-of-way, and 
local government 
led abatement (tire 
dumps)



Metrics

Check out the SWTF Grant Program Summary online at: 
https://epd.georgia.gov/document/document/swtf-grant-program-summaryjuly-2026pdf/download

Awarded RWD Grant projects have diverted over 
4,000 tons G> E9L=JA9DK >JGE %=GJ?A9ӐK D9F<>ADDKӄ 2@AK
includes:
Å601 tons of plastic
Å1,784 tons of cardboard/paper
Å1,101 tons of glass
Å40 tons of household hazardous waste
Å41 tons of hard-to-recycle materials 
Å759 tons of organics that were then composted

The Tire Grant has awarded:
Å20 pour-in-place playground or sports field 

projects
Å12 roadway/paving projects
Å5 pour-in-place walkway projects
Å1 research project

These projects have utilized 616 tons of tire-derived 
products, which is equivalent to 54,800 passenger 
tires. 
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Tire 
Products 

Grant



FY24 
Awardees

Å City of Cedartown

Å City of Douglasville

Å City of Fort Gaines

Å City of Snellville

Å Clayton County Parks and Recreation 

Å Floyd County Government

Å Fulton County Schools

Å Georgia Southern University Research 
and Service Foundation, Inc.

Å Gwinnett County Board of 
Commissioners

Å Morgan County Board of Commissioners

Å Moultrie-Colquitt County Parks and 
Recreation Authority 

Eleven applicants 
were awarded $1.4 

million in FY24

City of Cedartown Ɏ Playground Resurfacing Floyd County Ɏ Roadway Repaving Georgia Southern University Ɏ 
Research Project



FY25 
Awardees

Å Atlanta Independent School System

Å Camden County

Å City of Acworth

Å City of Cedartown

Å City of Demorest

Å Floyd County

Å Fulton County Schools

Å Jekyll Island Authority

Å Meriwether County

Å Paulding County

Å Spalding County
Eleven applicants 

were awarded $1.7 
million in FY25

City of Acworth Ɏ Fitness Area Resurfacing Spalding County - Walkway



FY26 
Awardees

Å Appling County

Å Ben Hill County

Å Bulloch County

Å Cherokee County

Å City of Atlanta

Å City of Chattahoochee 
Hills

Å City of College Park

Å City of Dahlonega

Å City of Dasher

Å City of Stonecrest

Å City of Thomasville

Å Floyd County

Å Grady County

Å Gwinnett County

Å Hall County

Å Spalding County

Sixteen applicants 
were awarded $2.6 
million in FY26

Ben Hill County Ɏ Playground Resurfacing

City of Dasher Ɏ Walking Track Resurfacing



Tire-derived 
Products Track

Å Projects that utilize TDP instead of conventional or virgin 
materials

Å No match required for this track

Å Direct cost may include material costs, or 
specializedservices, such as themixing of TDP



Tire-Derived Product 
Project Examples

Examples of Tire-derived Product projects may 
include:

Å Paving - Using TDP to pave roadways

Å Poured playgrounds or trailsӛ Using TDP to 
create trails or playgrounds

EPD maintains a list of helpfulindustry 
contacts on the Tire Grant website



Research of  New and/or 
Innovative Uses Track

ÅProjects that seek to identify innovative uses

ÅConduct research, tests, or develop beneficialuses 
for products derived from scrap tires

ÅAwarded grant funds may be used for allcosts 
related to research, such asmaterial testing

ÅA minimum 20% match of the totalprojectcost is 
required



Ineligible Tire-derived 
Products Projects

ÅStudies have raised concerned with the environmental and public health 
impacts associated with loose tire-derived mulch and tire-derived beads

ÅAs a result, EPD will NOTfund projects utilizing loose tire-derived mulch 
or tire-derived beads for artificial turf



The eligible award amount is the difference in price between the 
cost of  incorporating TDP and conventional materials

ÅIn the application, you will demonstrate how much the project would cost if using 
conventional materials and services. This could include:

ÅLabor, including staff time (estimate the hourly rate and number of hours)

ÅMaterials 

ÅYou will also demonstrate how much the project would cost if using TDP and 
associated services. This could include:

ÅLabor, including staff time

ÅTDP materials 

ÅNon-2". E9L=JA9DKӅ AF;DM<AF? F=;=KK9JQ :GF<AF? 9?=FLKӅ KLGF= MF<=JD9Qӈ:ML
you will need to demonstrate while these are needed

ÅFreight/shipping and handling

ÅInstallation services



For exampleé Describe the total project cost 
utilizing TDP. 

You are applying for a roadway paving project and will use asphalt made from tire-derived 
products. This will cost $185,000.

ÅTDP Asphalt materials   $100,000 

ÅLabor to repave the roadway  $60,000

ÅEquipment     $25,000

    Total  $185,000

All projects must provide an estimate for labor, even if labor is being provided by in-house staff. 



For exampleé Describe the total project cost 
utilizing conventional materials 

This same roadway paving project costs $100,000 with conventional materials. 

ÅConventional asphalt materials  $60,000 

ÅLabor to repave the roadway  $25,000

ÅEquipment     $15,000

    Total  $100,000

All projects must provide an estimate for labor, even if labor is being provided by in-house staff. 



For exampleé Describe the eligible award amount, which is 
the cost of  TDP minus the cost of  conventional.

TDP ӛ conventional = grant award amount 

$185,000 - $100,000 = $85,000



Low-Scoring Tire Project Examples

Projects that do not closely align with Tire Grant goals

Projects that do not provide detailed responses

Projects that do not provide sufficient support and documentation 

Projects that do not demonstrate an impact on recycling and material 

recovery for scrap tires (Research) 



Questions

Please list your name 
and affiliation in the 
chat to be added to the 
queue for questions.



Recycling 
and Waste 
Diversion 

Grant

The RWD Grant allows eligible 
applicants to develop project 
proposals that best support their 
;GEEMFALA=KӐ F==<Kӄ .JGB=;LK EMKL
focus on increasing recycling, 
reducing waste, and/or diverting 
recoverable materials from the 
solid waste stream.



FY23 
Awardees
Twenty-one applicants were 
awarded $2.7 million in FY23:

Å Athens-Clarke County

Å Bleckley County

Å Carroll County 

Å City of Byron

Å City of Chatsworth

Å City of Decatur

Å City of Milton

Å City of Norcross

Å City of Powder Springs

Å City of Roswell

Å City of Woodstock

Å Columbus Consolidated 
Government

Å Dalton-Whitfield Solid 
Waste Authority

Å Dodge County

Å Douglas County

Å Forsyth County 

Å Gwinnett County

Å Laurens County

Å Murray County

Å Pickens County

Å University of Georgia

City of Powder Springs ӛ drop-
off recycling facility

Dodge County ӛ first-time 
cardboard recycling access

City of Norcross ӛ HHW 
collection event

Athens-Clarke County ӛ 
compost truck



FY24 
Awardees
Eight applicants were awarded 
$1.9 million in FY24:

Å Newton County Solid Waste Management 
Authority

Å City of Griffin

Å Chattooga County

Å City of Thomasville

Å Floyd County Commission

Å Georgia Institute of Technology ӛ Office of 
Sustainability

Å City of Johns Creek

Å City of Centerville

Floyd County ӛ particle cut shredder for books and plastic

City of Johns Creek ӛ glass collection 
drop-off bin

City of Centerville ӛ can crusher, 
compactor, and truck for recyclables



FY25 
Awardees
Seven applicants were awarded 
$3.2 million in FY25:

Å Athens-Clarke County

Å Carroll County

Å City of Tybee Island

Å Dalton-Whitfield Solid Waste 
Authority

Å Gordon County

Å Laurens County

Å The Housing Authority of the City of 
Atlanta

Gordon County ӛ paper recycling infrastructure

Dalton-Whitfield Solid Waste Authority ӛ refurbishing recycling bins



FY26 
Awardees
Eleven applicants were 
awarded $1.7 million in FY26:

Å City of Riverdale
Å Heard County
Å City of Chamblee
Å City of Sandy Springs
Å City of Savannah
Å City of South Fulton
Å Murray County
Å Pickens County
Å City of Mableton
Å Morgan County
Å City of Coolidge

City of Coolidge ӛ Trailer for cardboard recycling

Pickens County ӛ Trailer for multi-stream recycling collection



RWD Project 
Examples

Recycling and Waste Diversion 
Infrastructure 

Projects that create, expand, or 
improve infrastructure at:

Å Materials recovery facilities (MRF)

Å Convenience centers 

May range from construction to the 
purchase of equipment that will 
increase the capacity to serve 
customers



RWD Project 
Examples

Improving community access to recycling 

Å First-time recycling access for a community

Å Curbside or community collection bins



RWD Project 
Examples

Collection Events

Å Hard-to-recycle materials (paint, batteries, 
household chemicals, electronics, plastic film, 
etc.)

Å E-recycling

Recovery of Additional Materials

Å Projects that collect and/or process new material 
streams

Waste Reduction

Å Projects that create, expand, or improve programs 
at the local level to reduce waste.



Innovation/Pilot

Projects that demonstrate 
innovative processes for 
waste reduction or 
innovative use of recycled 
products.

RWD Project 
Examples



RWD Project Metrics

The required metric of RWD Projects is weight or 
volume of material diverted or recycled.

Project narratives should:

Å Describe how the project will directly result in 
a measurable amount of waste diverted from 
landfills or recycled

Å Demonstrate how the weight or volume of 
material diverted or recycled will be 
quantified



RWD Optional Metrics

Applicants may also consider including secondary metrics:

Å Number of residents with improved or expanded access to 
recycling

Å Number of residents with first-time access to recycling

Å Volunteer hours

Å Community participation rates in collection events or at recycling 
facilities

Å Community behavior changes (decrease in contamination rate, 
increased use of collection bins, social media engagement, survey 
data, etc.)



Low-Scoring RWD Project Examples

Projects that do not closely align with RWD Grant goals 

Projects that do not demonstrate cost-effectiveness

Projects in which the primary activity and use of grant funds is for 

activities not directly associated with recycling and diversion

Projects that focus on operational efficiency or improvements rather 

than recycling or diversion outcomes

Pilot projects without sufficient cost-effective justification and 

longevity metrics



Ineligible RWD and Tire 
Project Examples

ÅProjects in which the primary activity is education. 

ÅProjects that seek reimbursement for completed activities prior to the execution of RWD 
or Tire Grant award agreement.

ÅProjects regarding improvements for landfill capacity or any landfill activities that do not 
include recycling or diversion.

ÅProjects that are in violation of the Georgia Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Act 
and the Rules and Regulations of the State of Georgia.

Example: Projects that are seeking equipment to process/recycle solid waste that has been 
stockpiled.



Questions

Please list your name 
and affiliation in the 
chat to be added to the 
queue for questions.



Eligibility, 
Funding, 

and Timeline


