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2019 Statewide Nonpoint Source Management Plan Update 

Agenda –Stakeholder Workshop 

 

9:30 – 10:00 AM: Registration and sign in. 

10:00 – 10:15 AM: Introductions 

10:15 – 10:35 AM: Presentation about the 2019 Statewide Nonpoint Source Management Plan  

10:35 – 10:55 AM: Visioning exercise.  

Think about these questions: How have you interacted with the Plan? What is your vision for the 

Plan? How do you intend to use the Plan? What would a successful update look like? What 

would a successful update mean for you and your community?  

10:35 – 10:45 AM: Small group brainstorming 

10:45 – 10:55 AM: Open discussion  

10:55 – 11:05 AM: Break 

11:05 – 11:45 AM: Dot exercise 

 11:05 – 11:10 AM: Introduction to the exercise 

 11:10 – 11:30 AM: Dot exercise activity 

 11:30 – 11:45 AM: Dot exercise discussion 

11:45 AM – noon: Wrap-up discussion 

 



2019 Update to the 

Statewide Nonpoint Source 

Management Plan
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NONPOINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT

▪ What is nonpoint source pollution?

▪ Negatively defined in the Clean Water Act as 

everything that is not a point source

▪ Stormwater, erosion, illegal dumping, etc.
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NONPOINT IMPACTS
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WATER QUALITY IN GEORGIA – HISTORY 

▪ 1972: Federal Clean Water Act and NPDES

▪ 1987: Federal Clean Water Act Amendments

▪ Section 319 – National Program to Control Nonpoint 

Sources of Water Pollution
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WHAT IS THE NONPOINT SOURCE 

MANAGEMENT PLAN?

▪ Required under Section 319 – all states must develop 

Nonpoint Source Management Programs

▪ Georgia implements the Nonpoint Source 

Management Program through the Nonpoint Source 

Management Plan

▪ Georgia also has a Coastal Nonpoint Source Program 
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NPS MANAGEMENT PLAN TIMELINE

Georgia NPS 
Management Program 
approved by USEPA

•January 1990

Georgia NPS 
Management 
Plan updated

•September 
2014

USEPA published 
updated NPS 
Management Plan 
Guidance

• April 2013

Georgia’s Coastal 
Nonpoint Source 
Program approved

• November 2018
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COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE PROGRAM

▪ Upon approval, becomes part of Statewide Nonpoint 
Source Program and integrated into the Plan

▪ Initial submittal to EPA and NOAA includes 56 
management measures

▪ Statewide Nonpoint Source Management Plan 
highlights:

▪ New initiatives

▪ Key management measures identified by the 
coastal stakeholder work group
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WHY UPDATE THE PLAN?

▪ Required by the USEPA for Georgia to receive Section 

319(h) grant funds

▪ Must be revised every five years 

8



SUCCESS STORY: GEORGIA

▪ 2000: Piscola Creek impaired 

for DO

▪ 2012-2014: Implemented 9,811 

acres of conservation practices

▪ NRCS National Water Quality 

Initiative

▪ 2014: GAEPD collect samples

▪ Piscola Creek no longer 

impaired
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NPS MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE TIMELINE

Sections sent to 
GAEPD SMEs, 
external partners

•Late Summer 
2018

Stakeholder 
process 

•March & 
April 2019

Draft 2019 Plan 
Completed

•March 2019

Final draft to 
USEPA 

• June  2019
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VISION FOR THE 2019 PLAN

▪ Useable, accessible planning document focused on 

targeted goals to protect and restore Georgia’s waters.

▪ Effectively manage 319 grant funds. 

▪ The Plan is not a comprehensive list of every GAEPD 

and partner activity, but rather a focused summary of 

key initiatives and goals.
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CHANGES IN THE 2019 PLAN

▪ Move from functional area to land use to align with 

the TMDL development and implementation process.

▪ Current chapters: agriculture, silviculture, urban, 

wetlands, coast, surface mining, and groundwater

▪ Also include a programmatic chapter

▪ Still covers required USEPA categories of nonpoint 

source pollution: agriculture, silviculture, 

construction, urban runoff, resource extraction, land 

disposal, and other
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CHANGES IN THE 2019 PLAN

▪ Move from a historical document to an active planning 

document

▪ Plan too lengthy and cumbersome for effective 

implementation

▪ Historical documents, a link to GRTS, tracking 

spreadsheets, and the Annual Reports will be made 

available online
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CHANGES IN THE 2019 PLAN

▪ New Assessment of Plan Implementation section

▪ Tracking tables measure activity, but not outcomes

▪ Develop database and GIS layer to track outcomes 

of plan implementation
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CHANGES IN THE 2019 PLAN

▪ Updated goals

▪ Removed completed goals

▪ Removed goals that no longer aligned with EPD 

priorities

▪ Removed or modified goals that were not clear, 

specific, and measurable

▪ Added new goals per SME recommendations
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GOAL SPREADSHEET REVIEW

A D D E D

▪ Assessment section

▪ New goals for Agriculture, 

Wetlands, Coast, 

Groundwater, Statewide 

Water Planning, Urban 

(Septic), Urban (Safe Dams), 

Urban (Floodplain)

▪ Updated goals for all 

sections

R E M O V E D

▪ References to NPDES goals

▪ Vague goals

▪ Completed goals

▪ New Tools and Watershed 
Prioritization sections 

▪ Regional Planning combined 
with Statewide Water 
Planning

▪ Healthy Watersheds 
combined with 319

16



CONTRIBUTORS

▪ Veronica Craw – Everything

▪ Michael Berry – NPDES permitting, Urban (Land Disturbance)

▪ Haydn Blaize – Urban (Floodplain)

▪ Liz Booth – TMDLs, Water Quality Standards, Water Quality Monitoring

▪ Katie Gregory and Jamie Lancaster – Surface Mining

▪ Harold Harbert – Education and Outreach, Water Quality Monitoring 

▪ Lewis Hays, Tom Woosley – Urban (Safe Dams)

▪ Audra Dickson – NPDES permitting, Agriculture (CAFOs), Groundwater

▪ Jennifer Welte – Statewide Water Planning

▪ Cameron Wolfe – NPDES permitting, Urban (GI/LID)

▪ Wei Zheng, Cliff Lewis, Steve Wiedl –Agriculture, Wetlands

▪ Coastal Resources Division  (Kelly Hill, Jan McKinnon) – Coast

▪ Georgia Environmental Finance Authority – Land Acquisition and Green Space

▪ Georgia Forestry Commission (Scott Thackston) – Silviculture

▪ Georgia Soil & Water Conservation Commission (Ben Hyer) – Agriculture
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QUESTIONS

Anna Truszczynski

Nonpoint Source Program Manager

anna.truszczynski@dnr.ga.gov

404-651-8548

18

mailto:anna.truszczynski@dnr.ga.gov



