Water Pollution Control Plant Design, Permitting and Construction Sequence for an Individual Permit (not the same for the General Permit)

If it’s a discharge the DDR is preceded by a WLA and antideg review:

WLA

City/county sends in the request to WRP ENGINEER for a discharge.  WRP ENGINEER checks DCA-approved service delivery strategy and, if applicable, conformance with MNGWPD plan.

WRP ENGINEER sends a memo to WPMP transmitting the wasteload allocation (WLA) request.

WPMP issues the WLA.

WRP ENGINEER transmits the WLA to the requester.

Antidegradation Review

The proposed permittee sends in an antidegradation report to WRP ENGINEER.

WRP ENGINEER reviews the antideg review and issues comments.

Once WRP ENGINEER and the proposed permittee are in general agreement about the antidegradation review, WRP ENGINEER asks for the advertisement of the antidegradation review, which requires 30 days of public notice. (Sometimes the public notice has already been held when the antideg review is first submitted, which is fine as long as there are no substantial changes in the antideg.)

If the public notice period of the antideg review is without serious comment, then WRP ENGINEER concurs with the antidegradation review.

If it’s a publicly owned system the DDR is preceded by an EID:

EID (comes after antidegradation review, if applicable, but always before the DDR; the process is different and more rigorous if SRF-funded)

The proposed permittee submits an Environmental Information Document (EID). 

WRP ENGINEER reviews the document and issues comments.

Once WRP ENGINEER and the proposed permittee are in general agreement about the EID, WRP ENGINEER asks for the advertisement of public meeting about the EID, which requires 30 days of public notice.  (Sometimes the meeting has already been held when the EID is first submitted, which is fine as long as there are no substantial changes in the EID.)

The proposed permittee holds a public meeting and sends proof of advertisement and any comments received to WRP ENGINEER.

If the public notice period and public meeting are without serious comment, then WRP ENGINEER concurs with the EID.

DDR

The DDR is submitted giving the influent characterization, detailed treatment analysis with equipment selection, and effluent quality.  LAS system DDRs contain soils reports, and are usually preceded by an WRP ENGINEER site visit.

WRP ENGINEER reviews the DDR and either issues comments or concurrence.

Trust Indenture
If it’s a private facility, it’s required to have a Trust Indenture before we will permit it.

Permit

Once the DDR has been concurred with, WRP ENGINEER informs WRP  a draft permit can be issued and the proposed permittee sends in a permit application.

WRP  drafts the permit.

WRP ENGINEER and others review the permit.

Draft permit goes to public notice.

 If the public notice period is without serious comment, then WRP  sends the draft permit to the Director for signature.

The signed permit is transmitted to the proposed permittee by WRP .

Plans and Specifications

After the permit is issued, plans and specifications are submitted to WRP ENGINEER by the permittee.  (WRP ENGINEER can issue P&S comments, but not approval before the permit is issued.)

WRP ENGINEER reviews the P&S and either issues comments or P&S approval.

Once the P&S are approved, the permittee can begin construction.

OM 

An Operations Manual used to be submitted to WRP ENGINEER for review at the 50% construction stage.  WRP ENGINEER reviewed the OM and either provided comments or approved it.  That’s been changed.  Now all we require is that the OM be furnished to the owner before recommending that the plant be authorized to operate under its new permit or new permit limit page.  Some permits discuss the OM and have OM requirements so this needs to be checked.

Operability Inspection

After the plant is built, WRP ENGINEER performs a final operability inspection.

If the operability inspection is satisfactory, if the watershed assessment and protection plans are complete, if the OM has been received be the owner, and if the city/county is in compliance with the MNGWPD plans (if applicable) WRP ENGINEER sends a memo to WRP  and the permittee sends a letter to WRP  saying the plant is ready to operate. 

Letter Authorizing Operation

WRP  sends a letter to the permittee authorizing start-up and the plant starts up.

