
Local Government Scrap Tire Abatement Reimbursement (STAR) 
Program Guidelines 

Introduction:
EPD is committed to cleaning up scrap tires in Georgia and encourages local governments to apply to the Local Government Scrap Tire 
Abatement Reimbursement (STAR) Program. Cities, counties, and solid waste management authorities are eligible for this program that covers 
the costs of removing, transporting, and processing scrap tires from right-of-way (ROW) cleanups, scrap tire collection (amnesty) events, and 
local government led scrap tire abatement (tire dump) projects.  
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Overview of the STAR Process: 

STAR Program Eligibility: 

• The applicant must be a local government (city, county, or solid waste authority).

• The applicant must be in compliance with Georgia Department of Community Affairs’ minimum standards under the Georgia Planning Act, 
legal requirements related to immigration, and the Service Delivery Strategy law: https://apps.dca.ga.gov/LocalGovStatus/planning.asp

• Reimbursement is limited to $75,000 per local government per state fiscal year (July 1 – June 30).

• Reimbursement costs are limited to the cost of transporting and recycling tires.

• Appropriate and necessary safety measures (e.g., personal protective equipment) must be used at all times. 

• The scrap tires must have been collected during the local government sponsored event and be located in Georgia. 

• Applicants must comply with all applicable procurement and purchasing regulations established pursuant to state law. 

• Applicants must use a permitted tire carrier to transport tires.

• Tires must go to a permitted/approved beneficial reuse processor and be recycled.

https://apps.dca.ga.gov/LocalGovStatus/planning.asp


Tire Carriers & Beneficial Reuse Scrap Tire Processors 

Before submitting a STAR Program application, you will need to find an EPD permitted tire carrier and processor. 

‘Tire Carrier’ means any person engaged in collecting or transporting tires, other than new tires. 

‘Scrap Tire Processor’ means any person approved through a permit issued by EPD to receive and process scrap tires. 

For the STAR Program, all tires must go to a Beneficial Reuse Scrap Tire Processor. 

Scrap tire carrier and scrap tire processor are two separate permits. Some companies have both permits, but most only have one or the other. 

Tire carrier permit numbers end in ’CR’ and scrap tire processor permit numbers end in ’STP’.  

How to find permitted vendors: 
Current lists of permitted tire carriers and beneficial reuse scrap tire processers may 
be found on the STAR Program website: 

1. Visit: https://epd.georgia.gov/star-program

2. Scroll down to the ‘Beneficial Reuse of Scrap Tires’ section and click on the links
to download lists of permitted beneficial reuse processors and permitted tire
carriers with their location, contact information, and permit numbers.

Note: You will need the permit numbers of your carrier and processor when filling 
out your application. 

Questions to ask your tire carrier: 
• Are you familiar with the Georgia EPD STAR program?

• What are your inbound freight and flat fuel fees?

• Do you charge any other fees?

• Do you take the tires to a permitted beneficial reuse processor?

It is your responsibility as an applicant to ensure the tires are recycled.

Questions to ask your tire processor: 
• Are you familiar with the Georgia EPD STAR program?

• What do you do with the tires? Are they recycled?

• What is your rate per ton for tire processing?

• Do you charge any other fees?

• Tell them which tire carrier you are working with.

https://epd.georgia.gov/star-program
https://epd.georgia.gov/media/113111/download
https://epd.georgia.gov/media/107046/download
https://epd.georgia.gov/media/107046/download


Completing a STAR Application 

This guide will walk you through filling out an application for a STAR amnesty or right-of-way collection. The Tire Dump application is very 
similar, but has a few extra questions.  

Before starting, review the STAR Program guidelines available at: https://epd.georgia.gov/star-program 

You will also need the rate per ton, inbound freight, and flat fuel charges. Your permitted scrap tire carrier and beneficial reuse processor can 
provide you with quotes for these costs. 

If you have any questions about the application, email: epd.star@dnr.ga.gov 

Section I: Contact Information 

Completely fill out the requested information. 

STAR Review Process: 

• It takes up to 90 days for EPD to review an application.

• Ensure that everything on your application is correct and respond to any inquiries.

• You will receive an agreement to review, sign, and return to EPD within 30 days.

• EPD will route your signed agreement to the EPD Director’s office for execution.

• Once the agreement has been signed by the Director, it will be returned to you and you may start collecting tires per your right-of-way
collection agreement or host your scrap tire collection event.

• Project activities completed prior to receiving the signed agreement will not be reimbursed.

https://epd.georgia.gov/about-us/land-protection-branch/recovered-materials-and-abatement/recovered-materials/star-program
mailto:epd.star@dnr.ga.gov


Section A: Cost Estimate 

This section will estimate the cost of your event. You only need to fill in the cells highlighted in yellow below. The other cells will calculate 

automatically based on what you enter.  

Section II: Event Information 

Enter the name of your event and event dates. Alternate dates are optional. Note that the beginning of your event needs to be at least 90 

days from the date the application is submitted to EPD. 



Section A: Cost Estimate 

In this box, enter your fixed costs, including the rate per ton, 

inbound freight, and flat fuel charges. 

Your tire carrier and tire processer can provide you with these 

numbers. 

Section A: Cost Estimate 
You do not need to enter anything in this section. Everything will calculate automatically based on the numbers entered in the above sections. 

Section A: Cost Estimate 

In the first box, enter the estimated number of each type of tire 

that will be collected at the event. 

• Passenger: Tires from passenger vehicles

• Truck: Tires from tractor-trailers/semi trucks

• Large Off-the-Road: Very large tires from farm tractors,

construction equipment, etc.



Section B: Collection and Storage 
List all tire collection and post-event storage sites, and check the appropriate boxes. If you are using a site for both collection and storage, 
check both boxes. 

If your post-event storage site is approved or permitted by EPD to store scrap tires, include the approval/permit number on the application. 

If the post-event storage site is not approved or permitted, you will need to include a tire storage letter on city, county, or authority 
letterhead with your application. You can find more information on tire storage and a template tire storage letter by clicking the green 
‘Storage’ tab at the bottom left corner of the application. 

What to include in your tire storage letter: 

• How will the tires be secured when the site is unattended?

• What are the dimensions of the tire storage area? By
regulation, this can be no greater than 10,000 square feet and
no higher than 15 feet.

• Is there a 50-foot wide fire lane around the storage area?

• Has the local fire department been notified of the event?

• Will there be open flames within 25 feet of the storage area?

• Will tires be covered and/or treated with an appropriate
pesticide to prevent mosquito infestations?

• In case of fire or other emergency, will steps be taken to
prevent runoff from the tire storage area?

Example Tire Storage Letter Statement 

(must be on city, county, or authority letterhead) 

   Local Government will hold a scrap tire amnesty event for residents on 

4/21/2023. The tires collected will be temporarily stored at the city 

Public Works Department, 123 Main Street, City, GA under a covered 

structure within a fenced area that is locked during non-business hours. 

The local fire department has evaluated the proposed storage area and 

will be notified upon approval. There will be a 50-foot fire lane around 

the perimeter of the scrap tire storage area to allow fire department 

access in case of an emergency. There will be no open flames allowed 

within 25 feet of the scrap tire storage area. In case of an emergency, 

such as a fire, all necessary steps will be taken to prevent any runoff 

from the tire storage area.   



Section C: Tire Carriers and Processors 

In this section, enter the permitted tire carrier and beneficial reuse scrap tire 
processor you will be using. Current lists of permitted carriers and 
processors with their permit numbers are available on the STAR Program 
Website: https://epd.georgia.gov/star-program 

You must list both a tire carrier and a beneficial reuse scrap tire processor 
with their correct permit numbers. 

Local governments can act as the tire carrier for their event; no permit 
number is needed. (See Rule 391-3-4-.19 Scrap and Used Tire Management) 

Some vendors have both a carrier and a processor permit. If you are using 
the same vendor as both your carrier and processor, list the vendor in both 
the carrier and processor section. 

Tire carrier permit numbers end in ’CR’ and scrap tire processor permit 
numbers end in ’STP’.  

Tire Carriers and Processors Lists 

Below are screenshots of the permitted tire carrier and beneficial reuse scrap tire processor lists from  https://epd.georgia.gov/star-program 

The permit number/processor ID and vendor name on your application must match these lists. 

Carriers Processors 

https://epd.georgia.gov/about-us/land-protection-branch/recovered-materials-and-abatement/recovered-materials/star-program
https://rules.sos.ga.gov/GAC/391-3-4-.19
https://epd.georgia.gov/about-us/land-protection-branch/recovered-materials-and-abatement/recovered-materials/star-program


Sections III and IV: Acknowledgements and Authorization 

Read through the acknowledgements section and check the appropriate boxes. This section is different for the Tire 

dump application and requests additional information to be submitted.  

Sign the application electronically or you may print it out, sign, and submit the scanned application.  

Submitting Your Application 

Once your application has been completely filled out, submit it along with any other required documents (such as a tire 

storage letter) to: epd.star@dnr.ga.gov 

Please include the local government name in the subject line. 

Make sure to submit the application at least 90 days before your event to allow time for processing. 

mailto:epd.star@dnr.ga.gov



