[image: ]

Ecological Habitat Questionnaire
Part 1:  Key Questions
Please respond to the following questions regarding potential habitats located on or near the site.  Supporting documentation should be provided to validate each response. (refer to the paragraph following the questions for examples of acceptable forms of documentation). Definitions for all italicized terms are provided on page 6 of this questionnaire.   
1.1 Are there undeveloped terrestrial areas on or adjacent to the site (excluding landscaped areas and agricultural lands under cultivation)? 
☐Yes (Provide information below.)	☐   No
Please describe the area and if any wildlife has been observed there.  Click or tap here to enter text.

1.1.1 If the site will be redeveloped, will these terrestrial areas remain? 
☐	Yes	 ☐ No

1.2	Are there potential wetlands, marshes, swamps or vernal pools on or adjacent to the site (do not include constructed surface water run-off controls)?
☐	Yes (Provide information below.)	☐   No
1.3	Are there surface water bodies (e.g., rivers, intermittent, ephemeral and perennial streams, lakes, seasonal ponds; (do not include constructed surface water run-off controls) on or adjacent to the site?[bookmark: _Hlk184904619]Please describe the area and if any wildlife has been observed there.  Click or tap here to enter text.

	☐	Yes (Provide information below.)	☐   NoPlease describe the area and if any wildlife has been observed there.  Click or tap here to enter text.




1.4 Are there off-site habitats (e.g., terrestrial, wetland, aquatic) that are downstream, downwind, or downgradient, that could be affected by impacted media associated with a release from the site?  This question does not apply to sites enrolled in the Georgia Brownfield Program.
☐  Yes  	☐   No 	☐ Not applicable (Brownfield site)
Please provide a description of the habitat and its distance from the facility boundary.  Click or tap here to enter text.




1.5	Are there any planned future use(s) of the site, or current or future use(s) near the site, such as conservation areas or arboretums, etc., that would result in undeveloped terrestrial areas, wetlands, or aquatic habitats?
☐  Yes	☐   No		
Sufficient information needs to be provided to the EPD to document site conditions in relation to these questions.  If it can be documented that the answer to all of these questions is “no”, then no further ecological assessment is warranted.  Typical documentation includes the following:
· A current aerial photograph(s) showing 3 miles beyond the facility boundary.  The map should illustrate site boundaries, known source areas, extent of contamination and potential migration pathways (e.g., drainage swales, stormwater discharge points, etc.).
· National Wetland Inventory map with an outline of the site boundaries, known source areas, extent of contamination, and potential migration pathways (e.g., drainage swales, stormwater discharge points, etc.). 
· U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) 
· Site information from the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GADNR) Biodiversity Portal
If the answer to any of the above questions is “yes”, please complete the remainder of the questionnaire as instructed below. 
Part 2: Harm to wildlife
2.1 Have there been any incidents where contaminants originating from the site evidently harmed wildlife?  
☐  Yes 	☐   No (Skip to Question 3.1 below) Please describe the incident and what harm was caused to wildlife: Click or tap here to enter text.


2.1.1 Has the cause of such harm been eliminated?

☐  Yes (Briefly describe the actions taken below and complete the remainer of the questionnaire.)

	☐  No (Implement actions necessary to eliminate the harm.  Please complete the remainer of the questionnaire.)
Actions Taken: Click or tap here to enter text.


Part 3: Contamination associated with Potential Ecological Habitats
3.1 [bookmark: _Hlk184912551]Have environmental media (e.g., soil, surface water, sediments, biota) associated with the ecological habitat been sampled and analyzed for site-related contaminants?

☐  Yes (Provide comments below and proceed to the next question)

☐  No (A workplan for sampling environmental media within the potential habitat may be warranted to determine whether site-related contamination has impacted or could impact that habitat. Proceed to next question and also answer question 3.4.  Submit questionnaire to EPD for verification.) 
What media has been sampled?  Click or tap here to enter text.



3.2 [bookmark: _Hlk187066157][bookmark: _Hlk187066784]Have site-related releases been delineated, and has migration of contamination been controlled?

☐  Contamination has been delineated, but no measures to control migration are in place (Provide comment below and proceed to the next question. Actions to control migration of contamination may be necessary.)

☐  Migration has been controlled, but delineation is continuing. (Provide comments below and proceed to next question. Complete delineation efforts.)

☐  Yes (Provide comments below and proceed to the next question.)
	
☐  No (Provide comments below and take necessary actions to complete delineation and establish migration control.)
Information on delineation and migration control:  Click or tap here to enter text.




3.3 [bookmark: _Hlk184912568]Have any site-related contaminants been detected above approved background concentrations in environmental media collected from a terrestrial habitat?

☐  Yes (Provide additional information below, including the contaminants and the concentrations exceeding background values and proceed to the next question.) 
	
☐  No (Proceed to the next question.  No further action is required for the terrestrial habitat.) 

☐  Site-related contaminants have been detected, but no background concentrations have been derived for comparison. (Provide additional information below and proceed to the next question.)

☐  Unknown (A workplan for sampling environmental media at the potential habitat may be required to determine if site-related contamination has impacted that habitat. Proceed to the next question.)	

☐ N/A  (No terrestrial habitat at site. Proceed to the next question.)
Comments:  Click or tap here to enter text.




3.4	Are site-related contaminants currently or likely to migrate to aquatic habitats?

☐  Yes, an aquatic habitat has been impacted by site-related contaminants.  (Provide information below and proceed to next question.)

[bookmark: _Hlk187156346]☐  Yes, likely. (Provide information below.  A workplan for sampling environmental media at the potential habitat may be required to determine if site-related contamination will impact that habitat.  Additional actions may be required to prevent migration to the aquatic habitat. Submit questionnaire to EPD for verification.)

	☐  No, there is no complete migration pathway or discharge to the aquatic habitat. (Submit questionnaire to EPD for verification.)

[bookmark: _Hlk187161352]☐  Unknown. (A workplan for sampling environmental media at the potential habitat may be required to determine if site-related contamination could impact the habitat.)

☐ No aquatic habitat at site. (Submit questionnaire to EPD for verification.)

Type of aquatic habitat:  Click or tap here to enter text.







3.5	Have any site-related contaminants been detected above approved background concentrations in environmental media collected from a wetland or aquatic habitat?

☐  Yes (Proceed to the next question.)

☐  No (Submit questionnaire to EPD for verification.)	

☐ Site-related contaminants have been detected, but no background concentrations have been derived for comparison. (Proceed to next question.)
☐  No background concentrations have been derived, and no site-related contaminants have been detected. (Submit questionnaire to EPD for verification.)		

☐  Unknown. (A workplan for sampling environmental media at the potential habitat may be required to determine if site-related contamination could impact the habitat.)	

[bookmark: _Hlk184912601]3.6	Is the site contamination causing exceedances of the Georgia Instream Water Quality Standards established for the protection of aquatic life?

☐  Yes (Provide information below regarding the location, contaminant and concentration of exceedances.  Implement actions necessary to eliminate the discharge of contamination to the surface water body.  Additional information/samples may need to be collected to evaluate risks to aquatic life.) 

☐  No, but the potential for site-related contaminant migration to a surface water body exists. (Provide information regarding the potential for contaminant migration to the surface water below)

☐  No, contaminants have been detected, but those contaminants do not have Georgia Instream Water Quality Standards. (Provide information regarding the contaminants that have been detected below)

[bookmark: _Hlk187162157]☐  No, contaminants have been detected, but not above Georgia Instream Water Quality Standards.  (Provide information regarding the contaminants that have been detected below)

☐  Unknown (A workplan for sampling environmental media at the potential habitat may be required to determine if site-related contamination could impact or has impacted the habitat.)
Comments:  Click or tap here to enter text.

	Please submit questionnaire to EPD for verification.  Thank you.
Definitions:
· Habitat: a place where an ecological receptor resides or forages. Per USEPA Region 5, habitat is defined as "the place where a population of plants or animals and its surroundings are located, including both living and non-living components."
· Undeveloped Terrestrial Areas: are parcels or portions of land that remain in a natural or semi-natural condition and have not been significantly altered by construction, grading, paving, or landscaping. These areas typically include forests, woodlands, grasslands, scrub-shrub habitats, meadows, and other naturally vegetated zones. Managed landscapes such as mowed lawns, ornamental plantings, maintained rights-of-way, or active agricultural fields under cultivation are not considered undeveloped areas.
· Intermittent streams: streams that flow during certain times of the year when smaller upstream waters are flowing and when groundwater provides enough water for stream flow.
· Vernal pools or seasonal pond: seasonally flooded depressional wetlands that hold water during portions of the year but not for the entire year, which also include ephemeral ponds which hold water in direct response to precipitation. 
· Ephemeral Stream: a stream that typically has no well-defined channel, and which flows only in direct response to precipitation with runoff. (O.C.G.A. 12-7-6(b)(15))
· Perennial Stream: a stream that flows in a well-defined channel throughout most of the year under normal climatic conditions.


2

2

image1.png
= GEORGIA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION




