Chapter 391-3-20

Rules for Enhanced Inspection and Maintenance

SYNOPSIS OF

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION

ENHANCED INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE, CHAPTER 391-3-20

Rule 391-3-20-.01, “Definitions,” is being amended.

Purpose:

Main Features:

The purpose of this amendment is to update the definitions by revision,
deletion or addition as necessary.

Several paragraphs are being amended to remove obsolete language,
and to include new definitions consistent with the program. The definition
of I/M Test Manual is being updated. References to “I/M Inspection
Procedures Manual” are replaced with “Emissions Inspector Certification
Training Program Manual” to be consistent with current emission testing
technology and inspection procedures. The section is being re-indexed to
reflect the changes.

Rule 391-3-20-.04, “Emission Inspection Procedures,” is being amended.

Purpose:

Main Features:

The purpose of this amendment is to modify this section to use standard
terminology, remove obsolete language, and add new terminology due to
advances in the emission testing industry.

Paragraph (2) and (5) are revised to remove reference to an “I/IM
Inspection Procedures Manual” which is obsolete and being replaced with
“Emissions Inspector Certification Training Program Manual.” to be
consistent with current emission testing technology and inspection
procedures.

Rule 391-3-20-.05, “Emission Standards,” is being amended.

Purpose:

Main Features:

The purpose of this amendment is to modify this section to use standard
terminology, remove obsolete language, and add new terminology due to
advances in the emission testing industry.

Paragraph (2) is revised to remove reference to an “I/M Inspection

Procedures Manual” which is obsolete and being replaced with
“Emissions Inspector Certification Training Program Manual.”
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Rule 391-3-20-.09, “Inspection Station Requirements,” is being amended.

Purpose: The purpose of this amendment is to provide clarification by using
standard terms, adding clarifying language and removing unnecessary
and obsolete language.

Main Features: Subparagraph (2)(1)2., (2)()9. and (2)(q) are revised to remove reference
to an “I/M Inspection Procedures Manual” which is obsolete and being
replaced with “Emissions Inspector Certification Training Program
Manual.” Subparagraph (2)(i) is being revised to remove reference to a
“data transmission line” which is obsolete and being replaced with a
secure internet connection.
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STATEMENT OF RATIONALE
Rules for Enhanced Inspection and Maintenance

The Vehicle Inspection and Maintenance program continues to be a Clean Air Act
obligation as detailed in the Atlanta maintenance state implementation plan for the 1997 8-hour
ozone standard. An upgrade of the vehicle emissions testing equipment technology used by
vehicle emissions testing station owners and inspectors, Phase V, is underway in
Georgia. Phase V specifications are described in the I/M Test Manual, which is referenced in
the Rules for Enhanced Inspection and Maintenance, Chapter 391-3-20.

In order for EPD to effectively regulate the vehicle emissions testing stations and
inspectors, updates of the Rules for Enhanced Inspection and Maintenance, Chapter 391-3-20
are necessary to align the Rules with the updated Phase V specifications. Accordingly, the
proposed amendments modify existing definitions to reflect program changes and updates,
revise or remove outdated terminology, and add clarifying requirements for inspecting vehicles.

The Phase V technology upgrade is the first upgrade since 2008, and is necessary to
replace obsolete technology (dedicated phone line/dial-up modem). The upgrade will streamline
testing procedures to make the test easier and quicker to perform; provide more information on
reasons for vehicle failure (benefiting the inspectors and vehicle owners) and enhance detection
of fraudulent inspections. The cost of the update will be assumed by the independently owned
vehicle emissions testing stations and is expected to range between $3,000 and $15,000 per
test lane, depending on the extent of upgrade required. Costs may be offset by the availability
of leasing and rental options through the equipment vendors.

Note that the proposed amendments do not affect Rule 391-3-20-.21 “Inspection Fees”
which establishes the emission inspection fee collected by the inspection station owner at no
less than $10.00 and no more than $25.00. The average cost per vehicle emission test
conducted in 2015 was $19.64. The Vehicle Emissions Inspection/Maintenance program is
managed under a competitively awarded contract with Applus Technologies; the proposed
amendments will not impact the cost of those services to EPD, which is paid as an
administrative fee by station owners on a per test basis.
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