April 2015 Climate Summary — Georgia
Lauren Lindsey, Service Climatologist
State of Georgia Climate Office

April was characterized by warmer than normal temperatures and wetter than normal conditions at all
locations throughout Georgia. This month was more active than last month in terms of severe weather, with two
different significant events causing damaging wind, hail, and a few tornadoes.
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Atlanta, Athens, Macon, and Columbus all recorded well above normal temperatures for the month.
Atlanta’s average temperature was 65.7°F (+3.7°), Athens recorded 65.1° (+3.4°), Macon’s average temperature
was 66.9° (+3.5°), and Columbus recorded 67.9° (+3.3°). On April 8", many locations set record high

temperatures as a ridge of high pressure settled : :
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Georgia: 4/ 18/2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
Valid at 4/18/2015 1200 UTC - Created 4/21/15 12:50 UTC
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experienced above average precipitation for
the month, due to a fairly progressive upper
level pattern. West-central and central
Georgia received the greatest precipitation
amounts compared to normal. Atlanta
recorded 7.79” (+4.43”), Athens recorded
8.01” (+4.86”), and Macon recorded 6.27”
(+3.31”). Columbus recorded 6.47”
(+2.92”) for the month and had two record
rainfall days. A surge of abundant Gulf of
_ Mexico moisture caused widespread
precipitation on the 17", Columbus set a record daily maximum rainfall with 1.24”, which broke the old record
of 0.28” set in 1982. On April 20", Columbus set another record when a heavy band of precipitation moved
through the area and 1.16” of rain fell, breaking the old record Jniitered Repors (Gooale Map) Fered Repors (Boode Mape) hore 1)

Of 1.02” set il’l 2009 nggéon 04/29/15
e

Ay

[
N

TORMADO REPORTS.. {27}
WIND REPORTSHIL..... {2920}
HAIL REPORTSAG. ... {162/15)
TOTAL REPORTS....... {481)
i b i
gtaolr%;‘?irec?\%ﬁll";nr E%B‘?'é’re Morman, Oklahara

&

e T i
Topo & pepn amount B countes M Rivers [ siates M Highwayiciy M RFC Boundary

¥

On April 3, an EF-1 tornado associated with strong
convection ahead of a fast-moving cold front was reported in
Dade County, causing limbs and trees to fall. April 19 and
20™ were both active severe weather days across north and
central Georgia. A weak shortwave moved through on the
morning of the 19™ and caused one EF-2 tornado (Burke
county), three EF-1 tornadoes (Chattahoochee, Sumter, and
Laurens counties), one EF-0 tornado (Coffee county), and
widespread wind damage across northwest and central
Georgia. On the 20™, a cold front pushed though the state.
Wind damage and widespread hail were reported across the
northern metro Atlanta area.
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The current U.S. Drought Monitor shows counties in
north Georgia and counties in southwest through south-central
Georgia in DO (abnormally dry) conditions as of April 28"
Although only short term dryness is expected in the coming
week, seasonal outlooks forecast above normal rainfall in the
coming months.

The Climate Prediction Center’s three-month seasonal
outlook forecasts above average precipitation for the entire
state for May, June, and July; the southern half has the greatest probabilities for above average precipitation,
perhaps bringing relief to the abnormally dry areas, which is typical for weak or moderate El Nino conditions.
The outlook forecasts above average temperatures across south and southeast Georgia, and equal chances for
above or below average temperatures for the rest of the state. According to the CPC, El Nifio conditions are
present, and there is currently an El Nifio advisory. There is approximately a 70% chance that EI Nifio
conditions will continue through summer 2015, and a greater than 60% chance it will last through autumn.
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National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC), the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)




