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   State of Georgia

        Department of Natural Resources

       Environmental Protection Division

NPDES General Permit GAR050000 (2012 IGP)
Authorization to Discharge Storm Water Associated with Industrial Activity
SECTOR L (Part 8.L) – LANDFILLS, LAND APPLICATION SITES, AND OPEN DUMPS
BENCHMARK AND EFFLUENT LIMIT MONITORING
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. Q:  I have a landfill that is covered under Sector L (Part 8.L) – Landfills, Land Application Sites, and Open Dumps of the 2012 IGP.  When am I required to do regular benchmark monitoring as described in Table 8.L-1, and when am I required to do effluent limitation monitoring as described in Table 8.L-2?
A: You are required to conduct annual benchmark monitoring for TSS of the routine storm water discharges from your storm water ponds and ditches.  These flows typically consist of storm water from the covered portions of the landfill (LF), LF haul roads and miscellaneous facilities such as the scale house and leachate storage and loading areas.  If the sample value exceeds the benchmark target value of 100 mg/l, then per Part 6.2.1.2, you must design and implement BMP modifications and then monitor quarterly until the benchmark is met or you determine no further pollutant reductions are technologically available and economically practicable in accordance with Part 6.2.1.2.b.ii.

The effluent limits in Table 8.L-2 apply to contaminated storm water.  Contaminated storm water is, “Storm water that comes into direct contact with landfill wastes, waste hauling and treatment areas, or landfill wastewater.  Some areas of a landfill that may produce contaminated storm water include but are not limited to the open face of an active landfill with exposed waste (no cover added); the areas around wastewater treatment operations; trucks, equipment, or machinery that has been in direct contact with the waste; and waste dumping areas.” (Part 8.L.4.1)  Compliance with the effluent limits is to be determined for these discharges prior to their commingling with any other storm water.  Storm water coming in contact with trucks that have covered beds, which are routed over haul roads that are not in contact with waste, is not considered contaminated storm water unless it becomes contaminated through contact with waste, leachate or similar substances.  

Contaminated storm water flow should be sampled when it occurs.  As soon as a problem is found such as an area of breakout of waste, actions to resolve it must be initiated immediately.  Rain events creating storm water discharges that exceed an effluent limit require immediate corrective action and notification to EPD within 30 days in accordance with Parts 3.1, 3.3 and 6.3.1.
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