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INTRODUCTION TO THE HAZARDOUS SITE INVENTORY

The purpose of this introduction is to help people who are using the Hazardous Site Inventory
(HSI) to understand what it is, how sites get on it, what happens at those sites, how sites get off, and
what kind of information is available about sites listed on the HSI. This introduction should not be
construed as a legal interpretation of either the Hazardous Site Response Act, O.C.G.A. § 12-8-96, et
seg., as amended, or the Rules for Hazardous Site Response, Chapter 391-3-19. For more
information on either the Hazardous Site Inventory or the Response and Remediation Program,
please call (404) 657-8600.

Sites on the HSI are presented in several formats in this document. The CouNTY list has sites
listed by county, the NAME list has sites arranged alphabetically by site name, the SITE NUMBER list
has sites ordered by site number, and the SITE CLASS list has sites arranged alphabetically but
grouped as either Class I, 11, 111, IV or V (see "What happens after a site is listed on the HSI?").
Following these lists are summaries for all sites, arranged by site number. Finally, a series of maps
covering the entire state is provided which shows the location of all HSI sites by site number.

What is the Hazardous Site Inventory?

The Hazardous Site Inventory (HSI) is a list of sites in Georgia where there has been a known or
suspected release of a regulated substance above a reportable quantity and which have yet to show
they meet state clean-up standards found in the Rules for Hazardous Site Response. The HSI is
compiled and published by the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD). At least once
each year, EPD will publish the HSI and send one copy to the clerk of the superior court of each
county in Georgia. The clerk is required to keep the most current copy of the HSI where the deed
records of the county are kept so that anyone may have ready access to it. The July 2, 2012 edition
had 560 sites, and this July 1, 2013 edition adds 2 sites and removes 6 for a total of 556 sites.

How do sites get on the HSI?

When a release of a regulated substance is discovered in soil or groundwater, the property
owner must determine if the Rules for Hazardous Site Response require notification to EPD about
the release. If so, the property owner must submit a notification, and EPD determines if a release
above a reportable quantity has occurred. EPD does this by using the Reportable Quantities
Screening Method (RQSM). RQSM assigns numerical values to such factors as the toxicity,
quantity, and physical state of the regulated substance released, how close the site is to nearby
residents and drinking water wells, the degree to which the release is contained, the accessibility of
the site, whether or not the release has resulted in exposure to nearby residents, and the presence of
on-site sensitive environments. RQSM uses a mathematical equation to combine the numerical
values for these factors into a single score for soil or groundwater. If this score is above a certain
number for either soil or groundwater, a release exceeding a reportable quantity has occurred and the
site is placed on the HSI. EPD may also place a site on the HSI if the site otherwise poses a threat to
human health or the environment. A complete description of how EPD uses RQSM can be found in
the document "Guidance Manual for the Reportable Quantities Screening Method" on EPD’s web
page at http://www.gaepd.org/Files_PDF/forms/hwb/RQSMManual.pdf.
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What kinds of sites are on this edition of the HSI?

One category of sites evaluated were those where the property owner filed a release notification
with EPD. Notifications are evaluated using RQSM to determine if a release exceeding a reportable
quantity exists at the site. If EPD determined that a reportable quantity exists, the site was placed on
the HSI. If EPD had not decided to list a site as of June 15™ the site will not be listed in that year’s
edition of the HSI.

Prior to the first publication of the HSI in 1994, EPD evaluated a second category of sites, those
listed on the March 2, 1994 version of what is known as Wastelan. Wastelan is a report that the
United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) uses to summarize information contained
in its main superfund database which is known as CERCLIS. The Wastelan report is a list of all
sites discovered in Georgia that USEPA has been or will be investigating under the federal
superfund program. If USEPA's investigation shows that a site on Wastelan is a high priority for
cleanup under the federal superfund program, USEPA puts it on the National Priorities List (NPL).
Sites that do not make it onto the NPL will not be cleaned up by USEPA under the federal superfund
program unless they pose an imminent danger to human health and the environment; sites that pose
an imminent danger may be cleaned up by USEPA through an emergency action. Only a small
number of sites that appear on Wastelan will ever be placed on the NPL. In fact, of the 904 sites in
Georgia on the March 2, 1994 Wastelan report, USEPA had placed only 13 onthe NPL. This means
hundreds of contaminated sites in Georgia will not be cleaned up by the USEPA under the federal
superfund program. However, this does not mean that these sites do not pose a threat to human
health or the environment. It simply means that USEPA has determined that they do not pose
enough of a threat to be considered a priority for cleanup using resources under the federal
superfund program.

The HSI also identifies properties that are part of another site already listed on the HSI. A
property can be sublisted as part of a site when EPD determines that a release discovered on that
property is associated with the site that has already been listed on the HSI. These sublisted
properties are not separately listed or tallied in this document. Sublisted properties are identified at
the end of the summary for the associated primary HSI site.

The discovery and listing of new sites on future editions of the HSI will be an ongoing process.
How often is the HSI published?

The HSI is published at least once a year each July. EPD updates the HSI as needed to add or
remove sites or to provide new information about sites as it becomes available. The listing of a site
on the HSI, a change in the site's various designations on the HSI, or its removal can occur at any
time throughout the year; the effective dates of such actions are not limited to the date of publication
of the HSI. Updates to the HSI can be found on EPD’s website at: Georgia EPD - Hazardous Waste
Management In Georgia
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What happens after a site is listed on the HSI?

Sites listed on the HSI are required to meet the state's clean-up standards for hazardous sites.
The clean-up standards establish levels for regulated substances that are protective of human health
and the environment under specific conditions.

The sites listed on the HSI are separated into five classes, which are described as follows:

B CLASSI. Sites that have resulted in known human exposure to regulated substances, that have
sources of continuing releases, or that are causing serious environmental problems are
designated on the HSI as Class I sites. These sites will be EPD's highest priority for corrective
action. Persons responsible for these sites are required to perform corrective action and put a
notice in the deed to their property. If a responsible party fails to perform corrective action as
required, EPD may use the state hazardous waste trust fund to clean up the site and then recover
the cost of the cleanup from the responsible party later.

B CLASS II. For many sites listed on the HSI, further evaluation of the site must be done before
EPD can decide whether corrective action is needed. These are known as Class 1l sites.
Persons responsible for Class Il sites are given an opportunity to voluntarily investigate and
clean up their site and report their findings to EPD. The site is either removed from the HSI or
reclassified as Class I, Il1, or IV based on whether it meets the clean-up standards. While
classified as Class Il, sites are not designated as needing corrective action, so property owners
do not immediately have to place notices on deeds and other property records. If a responsible
party at a Class |1 site fails to do the required investigation, the site priority can be upgraded to
Class I. The majority of sites on this edition of the HSI are Class II.

B CLASSIII. Sites designated on the HSI as Class 111 sites are those that cannot meet residential
clean-up standards but do meet alternative clean-up standards. These sites are designated as
needing corrective action and the property owners are required to make the same deed notices
as apply to Class I sites. These sites may require continued monitoring to make sure they
continue to meet the appropriate standards. They will also require further corrective action
before they can be used for residential purposes. Class Il sites that meet the non-residential
standards (Types 3 and 4) will be removed from the HSI once the property owner has filed a
deed notice. Class Il sites that can only meet the Type 5 standards remain on the HSI. Land
use at sites that meet only the Type 5 standards is restricted, and the responsible party must
provide long term monitoring and maintenance of the site.

B CLASS IV. These are sites where corrective action is already being conducted or has been
completed under other federal or state authority. These sites are presumed to be in compliance
with the Type 5 clean-up standards. They are designated as needing corrective action, remain
on the HSI, and the property owner is required to file deed notices. If itis ever determined that
the corrective action at a Class IV site does not protect human health or the environment, then
the site may be redesignated from Class IV to Class I. If it can be certified that the site meets
one of the other clean-up standards (Types 1-4), it can be reclassified and may be removed from
the HSI.

B CLASS V. These are sites that have a known release that requires corrective action and are
not in compliance with any of the risk reduction standards of Rule 391-3-19-.07, but
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corrective action is being performed in compliance with a corrective action plan approved by
the Director which will bring the site into compliance with the risk reduction standards.

How does a site get off the HSI?

EPD may remove a site from the HSI if the applicable clean-up standards are met, except for
sites that meet only the Type 5 clean-up standards (unless the site is enrolled in the Voluntary
Remediation Program). Sites may also be removed from the HSI if EPD determines that a release
exceeding a reportable quantity had not occurred at the time of the site’s listing on the HSI.

What information does the HSI provide?

Each site summary provides general information about the site including the name, the location,
the tax parcel ID number, the property owner, a description of the regulated substances released at
the site and the possible threats to human health or the environment that the release may pose. A
small map indicating the approximate location of the site is also included. The listing also indicates
the status of cleanup activities at the site, the cleanup priority assigned to the site, and whether EPD's
Director has determined the site needs corrective action.

The site number is assigned by EPD only as a way of tracking a site or property through name
changes, ownership changes, etc. The site number has no other significance. If a site number is
missing, it simply means either that information about the missing site was entered into the database
and later removed before publication of the HSI, or that the site has been removed from the HSI
prior to publication.

A note about the maps and parcel numbers listed in the HSI

The maps provided herein are included solely to provide the general location of the site. The
maps are not intended to provide precise information and are not drawn to scale. They are derived
from information from several different sources and their accuracy cannot be guaranteed. While we
have attempted to verify the information submitted, all of the maps have not been field verified.

The tax parcel identification numbers are also not guaranteed to be correct. These numbers are
derived from several different sources, including information submitted to EPD from the property
owners or other parties responsible for the sites. The numbers are provided to help find the general
location of the sites on the maps located in the office of the tax assessor or appraiser in the county in
which the land lies.
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The tax parcel identification number or numbers shown in the HSI may not be identical to the
inventory or tax account numbers the county may assign to the property. We have simply attempted
to provide the appropriate map number or designation, along with the appropriate reference numbers
or markings for the property as it appears on that map. These maps and parcel numbers are
generated by the individual counties and are subject to change at any time without EPD being aware
of these changes.

The maps and tax parcel identification numbers are not intended to define the exact boundaries
of the “site”. Any property which is affected by a release exceeding a reportable quantity is part of
the HSI site, regardless of whether such property is depicted on a map or listed in the HSI by tax
parcel identification number.

Where can | get more information?

Additional information regarding the Response and Remediation Program, the Rules for
Hazardous Site Response and an electronic version of the HSI can be found on the Environmental
Protection Division web site at www.gaepd.org. If you would like more information about a site
listed on the HSI, please contact the Response and Remediation Program at (404) 657-8600.
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