FOREWORD

Perhaps the most harmful damage to Georgia’s land and water resources is incurred through unchecked and
uncorrected erosion and sediment deposition. Years of work have done much to remedy the situation. There has
also been created an awareness that efforts must continue to further reduce the volume of the sediment pollution
in all the state’s waters.

While ongoing work in soil and water conservation has been of considerable success, it was recognized that
some state regulation of land-disturbing activities could add a needed dimension to the overall control effort. The
General Assembly responded to this need, and in 1975, the Erosion and Sedimentation Act (O.C.G.A. 12-7-1 et
seq.) was passed. The Act has been amended several times since then.

The Act requires counties and municipalities to have erosion and sediment control ordinances or be covered
under state regulations. While the Soil and Water Conservation Districts provide assistance in this at the local level,
the State Soil and Water Conservation Commission provides expert, step-by-step guidance for activities under
such ordinances through a comprehensive publication of reference information. Thus the *“Manual for Erosion and
Sediment Control in Georgia” can serve as a technical guide in formulating plans for land-disturbing activities. In
preparing the manual, the State Conservation Commission is indebted to the many hundreds of researchers, engi-
neers, farmers, conservationists and others who, over the years, made possible the accumulation of information
on modern conservation.

The criteria, standards and specifications contained in Chapter 6 must be incorporated into all local erosion and
sediment control programs. The remaining chapters and sections of this Manual contain guidelines and support
materials to assist users in the implementation of best management practices in accordance with the provisions of
the Erosion and Sedimentation Act.
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